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THE START OF A

EW

academic year i alway a
wonderful time on the Wright
State campu . Returning tudent
are reconnecting with friend , profe or , and taff. New tudent are full of
energy and excitement a they embark on a new pha e of their lives. The e
tudent repre ent the future citizen who will be haping our century.
In thi i ue, we are featuring alumni who repre ent one end of the higher
education pectrum: alumni who ha e earned advanced degree , and makinl
new di coverie , improving live , and etting new tandard in their field .
While their intere ts may vary, all are contributing their pecial talent to
propel the region and world into the emerging knowledge economy.
In looking ah ad to a new year, it i al o appropriate to reflect on the
ucce e of th pa t one. For example, we are excited by the glowing
preliminary finding from the on ite NCA accreditation team. In
r commending th maximum 10-year period accreditation, they included
th rar r comm ndation f no foll \: -up i it . They l arned what we have
known for year : Wright tate i making a po itive community impact and
c ntinually trive t impr e.
Thi ucc
i qual d by ur r
rd- hattering apital ampaign. Th
40 million g al et by national benchmark i hi tory a we now tand
at $10 million with thi effort nearing completion. The Lake Campu '
campaign for facility renovation and expansion ha nearly reached it target.
Thi upcoming year i pecial in another way: Wright State' 4Q 1h
anniver ary will be ob erved in 2007, and plan are under way to pre ent
a variety of activiti to recogniz thi important time in the life of the
uni er ity and community.
Wright State' ucce and growth are due in large part to our
collaboration with you, our alumni and friend . Together we have advanced
the role of higher education for the region, provided leadership for the creation
of jobs, and promoted creativity and re earch to build upon for the future of
the Miami Valley area.

~~
PRESIDENT, W RIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY
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Int day ' · fa ·t-mo ing world, where it' e ·ti mated thew rid ' · body of knowledge doubles every
five year , the ability to create and apply knowledge i the prized commodity. Wright tate's
doctoral and master' programs are generating the re earch and killed profe sional needed to
help move the region fon: ard in the new knowledge economy.
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ALUMNI PROFILES
Read the torie about ome WSU graduate who pursued an advanced degree at Wright State,
and how they are di tingui hing them elve professionally and making a difference in the
communitie where they live and work.
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NEW JOB, NEW HOME, NEW CHALLENGES
Wright State new ba ketball coach Brad Brownell meet the challenge of getting to know his
players arranging thi year's schedule, and preparing the Raiders for a uccessful season.
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1) Popular comedian and TV star Dave
Chappelle welcomed to campus best-selling
author and poet Maya Angelou for the first
Presidential Lecture Series of the 2006-2007
academic year. Angelou also gave a special
Welcome Week presentation for students
following the first day of classes
2) The Department of Theatre Arts presented
Irving Berlin's Annie Get Your Gun.
3) Congressman Dave Hobson (r) received the
WSU Spirit of Innovation Award from President
Kim Goldenberg. Hobson was selected for his
significant contributions to the area. To further
commemorate the occasion , the award will hereafter be named the Congressman Dave Hobson
Spirit of Innovation Award .
4) About 70 seniors were presented kente stoles
at a spring awards ceremony sponsored by the
Bolinga Black Cultural Resources Center.
5) Ten WSU students,alumni , and staff
spent four days along the Appalachian Trail in
Tennessee as part of an Outdoor Recreation
adventure trip last June.
6) The Columbus Zoo brought slimy, fuzzy,
feathered, and prickly creatures to campus for
Animal Day on the Quad .
7) WSU entered an electric powered,
modified wheelchair with a 15-inch reel blade on
the back of the lawnmower in the Third Annual
Institute of Navigation Autonomous Lawnmower
Competition, held on the campus .
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

Taylor Appointed
Liberal Arts Dean
harlcs . Taylor.
professor and former
chairofthe epart
mcnts of R ligion.
Philosophy, and
lassies, has been appointed th ne\ dean
of W '. College of
Charles S. Taylor
Liberal Art .
"Dr. Taylor ha been a highly regarded
teacher, internationall recognized cholar, and tirele leader in advancing tudent
u cess." aid Wright tate's president,
Kim Goldenberg. "He ha an e ceptional
ability to build collaboration, among
diver econ tituencies."
Taylor has been in trumental in developing the general education curriculum
at Wright State. He erved a o-chair of
W U' general education implementation
committee and curr ntly erves on the
core task force for the oundati n of Excellence fir t-year experience elf- tudy.
Taylor ha al o taken the lead in
advancing the use of technology at Wright
tate, . er ing a. co-chair of the ni ersity Technology ommittee since 200l.
Ah ays ahead of the cur e, he began
integrating computer., into the classro m
in the late 19 0. In 1991,hetaughtthe
first cla ·· at Wright late using multimedia. He al o taught the univer ity's first
vid o-ba ed di tance learning clas and
it fir ·t cour e about the Internet.
He " as honored by the Center for the
Ad ancem nt of Teaching and earning
with its ward for Innovative Excellence
in Teaching, Learning, and Technology at
the Eighth National Conference on College Teaching and Learning in 1997.
Taylor earned hi Bachelor of rt
degree in political cience from Marietta
College and hi Ph.D. in phi lo ophy from
Bo ton College.

Spring Commencement 2006
The university awarded 55 associate's
degrees, 1,483 bachelor's degrees. 711 mas-

ter's degrees, 85 medical degrees, 18 doctoral
degrees, and two Psy.D. degrees .
At the Lake Campus, these new
graduates processed through the campus on
their way to the commencement ceremony.
Ambassador Tony Hall received an honorary

Doctor of Humane Letters degree
during spring commencement.

It's All Happening at WSU!

ION THE WEB

lfoi'§M.Milili"i
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Fusion Technology
Re earch Wins Award
Lang Hong,
prnli.:ssor of electrical engineering, \ as
honored with the 2006
Trustees' ward for
I-acuity I~ cdlence in
recognition for his sus
tained and balanced
contribution to Wright
Lang Hong
tate\ teaching. research.
and professional service mission.
Hong is an internationally recognized
authority in multi-re:olution information
proce · ing, tracking, and fusion, with application for protecting troops in Iraq as well
as automobile and airline passengers.
Her cently received a grant to help the
Air Force develop unmanned air vehicle
( A ). small airplanes that pro ide
. ecurity for airfields in war LOne through
low-altitud flights. The
s are equipped
with high-technology cameras that use enors to identify mo emcnts on the ground
and relay the information to military command center . This sen..,or fu<,ion technolog} not onl} has applications in urban
combat environments. but in areas such as
air traffic control and automobile collision
avoidance '>)'Stems.
"He exhibits a high level of devotion to
the learning and teaching process and has
a kna k for shO\ ing aspiring engineers
where they need to be." said Bor Jang, dean.
College of ngineering and Computer

NEWS

McNutt Take
Lake Campo Reins

International
IT Expert Named

Mindy McNutt \ as
named dean or the Lake
ampu.., la-.t June. a
move I rom her former
position as a<,-.ociate
profc..,..,or and program
coordinator of organiLaI
tional leader. hip ( ) at
the Lake Campus.
Mindy McNutt
he repla e
nita Curry-Ja k ·on , ' ho
leave. the Lake Campu to return to the Dayt n campu . \ her he takes up the po t of
as ociate provo t £ r niversity Partner ·hip '
and :. e · ment.
In her ixth year a a faculty member,
Mc utt came to the Lake am pus from
outhern State Community College in
Hill. boro, Ohio,\ here he erved a interim
ice pr ident for cademic ffair , dean of
tudent Ser ice , and director of the Center
fi r Bu ine and Indu try.
t the Lake Campu . Mc utt \ a in trumental in the in truction, recruitment, and
ad vi ing of the OL program and a degree
completion pr gram developed at the Lake
ampu to me t th needs of bu ine and
industry in the area. n e pert in the ar a
of capstone course and cap<,tonc projects,
McNutt has \ orked closely \ ith lo al busi nesses and industry to tie capstone proj ct to
the community.
Mc utt earned h r bachelor's, master's,
and educational peciali t degree. at Wright
tat Uni er ity, and her Ph.D. at Bowling

Internationally kn0\\11 information
technolog e. pert, \1111t, heth, has been
named the Le i..,Nc is brnnent Scholar
for thanced I ala Management and
nalysis at Wright State niversit)' . • heth
1s 1ntcrnat1onally knm\n f(x his work 111
semantic content. metadata and work flow
management, and multimedia information <,ystcms. He has held re earch and
development. management. and facult}
p sition. at Honeywell. ni ) s. Bellcore.
and the niversit) of Georgia, wh re he
founded the Large cale Distributed Information y terns Lab rator1 (L I ).
"With hi impressive background both
as a researcher and as an entrepreneur,
he will provide the research leadership
necessar to en ure that daytaOhio can
move knm\ledge from the laboratory
into the marketplace to build and grow
companie. and provide high-paying jobs
in Obi ,"said Jay Thoma , vice president
for research and dean of the chool of
Graduate Studie .
Thi'i endowed position is funded
b} Le is ex is and the Ohio Board of
Regents. heth wi 11 prO\ ide research
leader..,h ip for the 43 mi II ion da) ta h io,
a Wright enter of Innovation. Part of
hio\ Third Frontier Project, dayta hio
and its primary research facility will be
housed in W
's new 10 million Krishan
and icky Joshi Research Center,\ hich
opened in eptembcr 2006.

j}

&RO ·p OF tECHA I ' \LA D ELECTRI ALE (.I U •,RI
SfLDE TS launched a helium-filled
ballo n to the outer edge of the atmo phere a part fa enior de ign cla project. Reaching an
altitude of 97,000 feet, th balloon wa about eight feet in diameter, and launched from a mall
airport north of Richmond, Indiana. It wa recovered about three hour later on a farm near Piqua.

Attached to the balloon \ a a box that included GP tracking y t m, a camera, data recorder,
and a parachute for landing. A microproce or wa in luded that allowed the tudent to monitor
reading via a laptop computer. Som 300 photo were taken howing a wide area of we tern Ohio a
far outh a the Ohio River. At one point the temperature of the out ide air wa e ti mated to be mi nu
50 degree F.
"The challenge for th student wa to create a y tern to monitor a balloon in high-altitude flight,
record the flight data, and ·ucces fully return to earth," said Jo peh later, a ociatc pr fcs or of
mechanical and materials engineering. one of the project's faculty ad vi · rs.
The hio pace Grant on rtium, part of N
, sp n.- red the ball on flight. To see mor
photo ·, go to\: \ w.engineering.\ right.edu/cec /highaltitudeballoonteam.
4
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As the new academic year got under way, President Kim Goldenberg announced the 2006-2007
recipients of the President's Faculty Excellence Awards. The awards are presented annually to outstanding faculty who demonstrate exceptional dedication, expertise, and passion for excellence.

Presidential Awards for Faculty Excellence

Kelli Zaytoun
Assistant Professor
English
Early Career
Achievement

Todd Dewett
Assistant Professor
Management
Early Career
Achievement

Ravi Penmetsa
Assistant Professor
Mechanical and Materials
Engineering
Early Career Achievement

Leo Finkelstein
Lecturer
Engineering and
Computer Science
Outstanding Lecturer

Leatha Ross
Clinical Instructor
College of
Nursing and Health
Outstanding Instructor

Move-In Day: A Rite of Passage
ometime around the end of ugu t,
you can fi el th energy building a the campu: prepare for the tart of a ne\ academic
year and the more than 3,000 tudent who
will m e into campu housing.
O\ here i thi more acute than on
M e-ln Day itelf. a special day set a ide
for first- ear tud nts \ ho arri e in e erything fr m Hummers to Mini oopers. all
loaded to the gills\ ith the essentials of
univ r ity living.
or the e new tudent , it's a rite of
pa · ag , marking their fir t big tep tO\ ard
independence. or the parent , it' the fir t
tep in letting g .

Helping \ ith the tran ition are more than
500 faculty, ·taff, community, and volunteer
\ ho doe erything from direct traffic, dri e
golf cart , and gr et and an wer que tion to
man regi tration table , pa. s out water and
nacks, and carry item · big and small up flight
of tair .
'Td b hard pressed to find a campus ffice
not in ol ed in th process." said Dan Bert os.
di re tor of Re ·idence er ices. " motion are
running high. The goal i to make th proc ss
as smooth a po ible for the tudent and their
parent ."
Fr m a olunte r tandp int, one of the
most sought-after tasks i dri ing one of the 90

golf cart that ferry tudent and their belonging · from the parking lot t their a · ign d
re idence.
"Golf cart b came a . taple of the mo e-in
day e perience about 12 year ago." aid
Bert ·o ·. One rea on i that stud nts are ju t
bringing mor " tuff."
"It' more e ery year. We've gone from an
average of one-and-a-half cart trips to get a
·tudent m ed in to nO\ it's ab ut three trip ·."
But conver ·eJy, he ay · there is also a trend for
more "stuff'' being ent back home. "They get
h re and ee that there ju ti . n't enough room
fore erything."
Indeed, a quick rid ar und the parking
lot re eals items that t day's college tudent
deem e · · ntial for ur i ing dorm life: ca e
of Gatorade and Spaghetti ' , po ·ter of
rock star and profe ional athlete , bean bag
chair and floor lamp , roll of carpeting and
toilet paper, ruffed animals, and even li e
gold fi h.
"Electroni · i definitely the big thing for
th guys," aid Bert o . "Some of tho e room
look like Circuit City."
As for the girl ? "All I can ay i that the
pirit of Imelda Marco i · alive and well on
the Wright State campu ."
-C nnie teele
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CONSIDER THIS: lt's estimated that th collective body of world knowledg doubles
ev ry five years. lf you work in the computer industry, what you know will b
outdated in just two year .
Such exponential growth has created
a new "knowledge conomy," wher the
ability to create and apply knowledg takes
on greater value than capital quipm nt or
ev n capital itself.
To compete economically, metropolitan
area like Dayton, traditionally ntrenched
in the manufacturing sector, must look at
n w ways to do busines .
"Even manufacturing i pretty hightech now," said Jay Thoma , WSU vice
pr id nt for research, and dean, School of
Graduate Studies.
Not urpri ingly, our nation' workfare
ha al o xp rienc d a arr ponding ri
in educational attainm nt, a mar and
mar worker are for d to upgrad their
kill and knowledge.
"ln a true knowledg economy, the
edu ational level is ratch ted up," said
Thomas. "Universities provide the atmosph r of open communication and sharing
of idea that lead to th d v lopm nt of
n w knowl dge that b neflt society."
Such was th vi w of Wright State'
founders 40 years ago when th y ralli d
th community to build a public university
with a core mission of research, tea hing,
and community transformation.
Today, Wright State has emerged as a
major player in transforming the region to
a knowledge economy that includ s such
high-tech areas as aerospace, information
technology, and advanc d manufacturing.
Designated by the Carnegie Foundation
a a research university with high-research
activity, Wright State offers av r 50 Ph.D.,
graduate, and professional d gre programs.
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WSU's Doctoral Programs: High-Growth, High-Tech, High- eed
t any one time, over 300 research projects are
being conducted by WSU faculty, who are also
training doctoral students actively involved in
their leading-edge research-from improving work
nvironments to id ntifying river toxins, from unrav ling the myst ries of the brain to forging new frontiers in
computer modeling and advanced networking technology.
Cutting-edge research also provides opportunities for undergraduate students to work side-by-side in state-of-the
art laboratories.
"Most of our doctoral programs are in high-growth,
high-tech areas and require students to contribute new
knowledge in their fields," explained Thomas. And, students in WSU's Psy.D. and M.D. programs conduct research
that focuses on solving community needs.
Much of this scholarly activity is carried out through
engagement with governm nt, business, and nonprofits
to focus on em rging areas of need and leverage regional
int rests and resources.

A

"Our doctoral programs have been carefully selected and
nurtur d, to fill some nich and to represent the strengths
and serve the needs of the region," explained Thomas.
One example is WSU's Ph.D. in Computer Science and
Engineering, one of only four computer science doctoral
programs in Ohio. With research activities in areas such as
data management and visualization, wireless communications and lnt rn t security, and networking and mobil
computing, the program builds on and contributes to the
area's role as a hub of information technology, working
with regional information technology-centered companies
like LexisNexis, NCR, Reynolds and Reynolds, and Standard
Register.
One new initiative that cuts across four of WSU's
doctoral disciplines is the new Technology-based Learning
with Disability Program. ln this program, doctoral students search for innovative methods and technologies for
making education accessible to students with disabilities.
They test the theories of their chosen discipline against

8 Community FALL 2006

the practical challenges of real-world problems faced by people
with disabilities in the classroom and the workplace.

Because Ohio legislators recognize the importance of university
research in spurring innovation and technology development,
doctoral program at state institutions receive especially close
scrutiny and oversight, particularly in terms of support for
programs that are aligned with the state's economic
priorities.
"Ohio is concerned that there is not enough focus on the
science and math disciplines," explained Thomas. "The state
has mandated that universiti s put more of their Ph.D. money
to support areas in math, the sciences, and technology. ln fact,
Wright State has already been doing that. All five of our Ph.D.
programs fall within the areas of science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and biomedicine, which are aligned with the
state's economic priorities."
A new initiativ rec ntly unv il d by the Ohio Board of
Reg nt aims to bol ter doctoral program that g nerate worldclass research and stimulate economic growth. Through th

Economic Growth Challenge/ Innovation Incentive Program,
Wright State will channel an additional 15 percent of its doctoral support into selected doctoral research areas over the next
10 years. When matched with tate funds, a total of $1.6 million
will go to boost investm nt and recruit distinguished faculty in
the core areas of n uroscienc and imaging, data management
and visualization, and environmental nanoscience.
The ffort has already generated results for Wright State.
Just this past year, the Biomedical Sciences Ph.D. program
recruited a distinguished neuroscience team from Emory
University. ln July, the university announced the appointment
of internationally known information technology expert, Amit
Sheth, as the LexisNexis Eminent Scholar for Advanced Data
Management and Analysis, an endowed position funded by the
Board of Regents and LexisNexis. Besides providing research
leadership for daytaOhio, an Ohio Third Frontier center located
at Wright State, Sheth will work with computer science
faculty to build an internationally known research
group at Wright State.

•

•

•

The Master's Degree: Steppingstone to Opportunity
ore and more, a master's degree is the key to
unlocking professional advancement. For some,
it's a requirement for professional licensure
or certification. And for still others, earning a
master's degree is a stepping stone to doctoral study.
"For all universiti , master-level studies is a growth
area," explained Thomas.
Wright State is no exception. ln 1964, when WSU opened
as a branch campus in a single building, 335 students were
already enrolled in M.B.A. and graduate-level engineering
and teacher education classes offered through the graduate
schools of the parent institutions, Miami and Ohio State Universities. ln 2005, over 3,500 students were taking graduatelevel courses at both the main and Lake Campus.

M

Expected Lifetime Earnings of Workers
By Educational Attainment (in millions)
(/)

(.!)

z
z
a:
<I:
UJ
UJ

:2:
I-

UJ

-•
~-

Source U S Census Bureau

$4.4

_J.
UJ

LL

0

$3.4

_J

$2.5

_J

$2.1

(/)

0
0

UJ

(/)

a:
0

~$1.2

I

I

en

:C

(.)
<(

CJ

Broad based and professionally relevant, Wright State's
master's programs are designed to equip professionals with
the skills and creativity to meet the specific economic, cultural, and educational needs of the region and beyond.
For example, delivering the right products at the right
time is crucial in today's fast-paced global economy. Wright
State's popular M.S. in logistics and supply chain management is the only master's-level program in Ohio that focuses on logistics and supply chain management. Founded

through the Raj So in College of Business's rich partnership
with industry leaders and Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
the program is attracting an eclectic mix of professionals
from WPAFB as well a private industry and governm nt.
The program also giv s students access to NCR's Teradata
platform through partnership with daytaOhio.

Perhaps the college feeling the greatest impact in the rise
of graduate enrollment is the College of Education and
Human Services. Starting in the late 1990s, the college
responded to new state licensure regulations that require
a11 P-12 educators to have a master's degree by the end of
their 10th year of teaching. The result is a five-year teacher
education curriculum where students first earn a bachelor's
degree in the content area(s) they plan to teach. This is
followed by a fifth year of teacher pedagogy courses and
a year of clinical field experiences that awards a master's
degree and qualifie th tud nt to apply for a t aching
lie n .
" omeone graduating from a traditional four-year bachelor's program will ev ntually hav to return to chool and
earn a master's in order to maintain licensure," explained
Greg Bernhardt, dean, College of Education and Human
Services. "We have made the transition to the five-year
program smoothly and have not had difficulties recruiting
students to our five-y ar program. Our graduates are v ry
competitive, getting hired, especially in high-need areas
of math, science, foreign languages, and sp cial education. We've had four graduates named Ohio Teacher of the
Year and our graduates have a 960/o pass rate on the state
teacher exams."
The Master of Arts in International and Comparative
Politics program is a brand new master's program that is
expected to see rapid growth, especially in a post 9/11
world. The major combines several areas of expertise within
the Department of Political Science, including such timely
topics as terrorism, human rights, democratization, corruption, weapons proliferation, and international
conflict.

I

Graduate tudent focu on one of thr
and

with Wright-PatterTaylor, d an, College
lndeed, Wright Stat 's strong partner hip with industry,
government, and community have led to the creation of
several other distinctive graduate program with a strong
local flavor:

A cording to Jon Ogg, dir ctor of communication and
hi f information offi r, Air ore Materiel ommand,
Wright-Patter on Air ore Ba e: "The r ar h conduct d by
W U gradual tud nt directly f d into th indu try and
gov rnm nt r ar hand a ui ition communili charg d
with providing
produ t and
•
On the following pages are the stories
service to th
of 1ust a few of the forward-th1nk1ng 1nd1v1duals
•
who chose Wright State as the place to pursue
Air Force and
•
their advanced education
Department of
Defense. Their
intellectual capital and research pays huge dividends in
supporting the AFMC's mission."

• Wright State's Master of Science in Aerospace
Medicine is th oldest civilian aerospace medicine
program in the U.S., having graduated more than 100
physicians from around the world since its founding
in 1978.
• Amaster's in pharmacology and toxicology gives
students access to state of the art technology and
research through a cooperative agreement with the
U.S. Air Force and Navy Toxicology Laboratories at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.
• Wright State was the first university in Ohio to offer
a master's in teaching for middle chool cience and
math teach rs that focused on math and sci nee
content.
• WSU's Master of Public Administration Program
(M.P.A.) is th only nationally acer dit d M.P.A.
program in southwe t Ohio.

Master's Degrees
Accountancy-M .Acc.

Management-M.S.

Anatomy-M.S.

Mathematics-M.S.

Applied Behavioral Science-MA

Microbiology &lmmunology-M.S.

Criminal Justice &Social Problems

Music Education-M. M.

International &Comparative Politics

Nursing-M.S.

Applied Statistics-M.S.

Pharmacology & Toxicology-M.S.

Biochemistry & Molecular

Physics-M.S., M.S.T.

Biology-M.S.
Environmental Sciences
Business Administration-M.BA

Wright State is a lead partner in the Dayton Area Graduate Studies Institute {DAGSI), a consortium of graduate engineering
schools including Wright State, the University of Dayton, and the Air
Force Institute of Technology.
Students can take classes at any of the three partner institutions,
but earn their degree from their "home" institution. By integrating and
leveraging the combined resources of the partner institutions-including faculty, facilities, equipment, and other institutional assets-DAGSI
provides expanded educational and research opportunities at both
the master's and doctoral levels of engineering and computer science.
DAGSI also has an extensive scholarship and assistantship program,
with state support exceeding $30 million over the past year 10 years.

Physiology &Biophysics-M.S.
Psychology-M.S.
Public Administration-M.P.A.
Public Health-M.P.H.

Care; Social & Applied Economics

Pupil Personnel Services-MA, M.Ed.

Chemistry-M.S.
Chemistry, Environmental Sciences
Classroom Teacher-MA, M.Ed.
Computer Engineering-M.S.C.E.

Selected Graduate Studies-MA, M.S.
Social &Applied Economics-M.S.
Social Work-M.S.W.

Computer Science-M.S.

Doctoral Degrees

Counseling-MA, M.R.C., M.S.

Biomedical Sciences

Earth Science-M.S.T.

Computer Science &Engineering

Educational Leadership-MA, M.Ed.

Doctor of Medicine

Engineering-M.S.Egr.

Doctor of Professional Psychology

English-MA

Engineering

Geological Sciences-M.S.

Environmental Sciences

History-MA

Human Factors & Industrial/

Interdisciplinary Science &
Mathematics-M.S.T.
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Physics, Medical Physics-M.S.

M.S./M.B.A: Adm. of Nursing & Health

Humanities-M.Hum.
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Management-M.S.

Aerospace Medicine-M.S.

Biological Sciences-M.S.

Dayton Area Graduate Studies Institute

Logistics and Supply Chain

Organizational Psychology

• 1~

SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

LAMAURICE GARDNER, '88 Psy.D.

•

AHEALTHIER
MENTAL LANDSCAPE

, the School of Professional Psychology (SOPP) rates among the
first university-based programs in the country
to grant the Psy.D. degree, which is based on
the practitioner model of psychology in training
students for professional practice.
Also embedded in its mission is a special
commitment to training and serving the needs
of a diverse population, especially African
Americans and Appalachians. In recent years,
approximately half of the SOPP student body
has been comprised of ethnic minority and
international students a well as persons with
disabilities.
In addition, the school maintains a strong
community service focus, especially through
its Duke E. Ellis Human Development Institute,
located near downtown Dayton, where it
provides counseling services to an underserved population. Graduates work in a range
of settings, from private and public practice to
professional sports organizations, public safety
agencies, and educational institutions.
SOPP students also distinguish themselves
in applied areas of psychological research. In
three of the last four years, they won the Ohio
Psychological Association's poster session
research award, and in recent years have
earned top national research awards from the
American Psychological Association.
www.wright.edu/sopp

WHEN LAMAURlC • GARDNER HNl H hi day job a a Vet rans Affair P"'Yhologi t, hi work day may not b ov r. H ju t might get a call in the middl of
the night to respond to a barricad d gunman or a suicidal subj ct.
Gardner is also a police p ychologi t with s veral law enforcement agencies in
the Detroit area and a reserve Lt. Deputy and SWAT tactical officer with the county sheriff's department. He also teache at two police academies, and maintains a
part-tim clinical private practic .
"My day job is routine, as l provide psychological services to vet ran , who
certainly deserve it. However, my role as a police psychologist is anything but
routine," he explains.
Gardner has police training in critical incident tress debri fmgs, hostage
negotiations, and sp cial weapons and tactics that relate to his clinical expertise
in suicide intervention, psychopathology, post-traumatic stress disorder, and
workplace violence.
His police duties originated from his private practice, where he first treated
officers. "1 enjoyed working with the police, so 1 put myself through the polic
academy and began working a a reserve officer." The more he got involved, the
more he wanted to learn.
Gardner has been shot at twice, but downplays the violence. "The officer's job
is to serve and protect society.... My job is to serve and protect th officers." On
one occasion he talked someone out of jumping off a bridg , and on another call
he convinc d a subject to surrender after being barricaded in a car with an AK-47
ritle. He said dealing with the shooting or d ath of a police officer, or a failed
child r scue, constitute his mo t difficult a signments.
expan ion in the fl Id of police psychology. "Law enGardner would like to
forcement i a profes ion that i in dire ne d of more clinical r source ,"he said.
-RICHARD DOTY

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

JEREMY DAILY,

1

1

••
••

'06. PH.D. ENGINEERING

Metal Fatigue Expert
BY J\Gl: 29, JI:R ·MY DAILY HAD OMPl.ET ·D the Ph.D. program in engineering, condu tcd res mch project for the U.. Air Force, and helped <1uthor a te tbook, Fundamental of Traffic Cra 11 Rccon lruclion.
"Jeremy ha already demonstrated out tanding potential for a faculty career,"
ays Nathan Klingbeil, 2005 Ohio Professor of the Year and associate profe or
of m chanical engineering at Wright Stat . "1 believe hi unique combination of
teaching, government re earch, and consulting experience make him exceptionally well-poised for success in academia."
Fundamental of Traffic Crash Reconstruction, written by Daily along with his
father, John Daily, and athan Shigemura, is a comprehensive resource for crash
recon tructioni ts. lt covers crash reconstruction topic such a friction and acceleration factor , time-distance relationships, rotational mechanics, rollover , and
more.
Crash scene evidence such as skid marks can be quantified, Daily says, .. o
never lie to the police. 1t takes a trained eye to pick up ome of the evidence and
these technique are used in a court of law, both criminal and civil."
Through his company, Jackson Hole Scientific lnv tigation lnc., Daily conults and present work hops on vehicle era h r construction. H has al o provided expert testimony in legal proce dings.
Daily's dis ertation involved fatigue in m tals. An example i a paper clip that is
bent back and forth until it finally break . The sam principle applies to other metals that crack.
"A crack can develop in a part and ev ntually grow to the point where it i unafe and actually fracture apart," Daily ay . "ln a nut hell, 1 can tell you how fast
that crack will grow ba d on advanced comput r imulation ."
In the competitive jungl of faculty hiring, Daily tried, like all new Ph.D. , to
make him elf tand out
from the crowd. Daily
says it wa his Fundamental of Traffic Crash
Recon truction that
helped him win a faculty
appointment at the Univer ity of Tulsa.
-JOH

BEN

ETT

A

TRANSCENDING
BOUNDARIES

Begun in 1997, Wright State's Ph.D.
in Engineering program uses an interdisciplinary approach to prepare graduates
for research and development careers in
industry, government, and academia.
Delphi Chassis Systems, Lexis-Nexis,
NASA, Procter & Gamble, the U.S. Department of Energy, the U.S. Air Force, and U.S.
Navy are just a few of the government agencies and businesses who support research
in the program's six focus areas:
• Computational design and
optimization
• Controls and robotics
• Electronics and microwave
• Humans in complex systems
• Processing and properties of
materials
• Sensor signal and image
processing.
Along with on-campus facilities, students
may also work in nearby industrial and Air
Force laboratories and at other universities
who are conducting joint research with
Wright State.

www.engineering.wright.edu/phd

-

!

;

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

I

MATT SMITH, '00 PH.D.
HUMAN FACTORS/INDUSTRIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

WSU's Doctoral Program in
psychology is one of the few such programs
in the country that combines training in both
human factors and industrial/organizational
psychology. The program focuses on increasing productivity, job satisfaction, and safety in
today's workplace.
As a center of high-technology development, Dayton serves as an ideal setting
for the program. Graduates have obtained
positions with such firms as Procter and
Gamble, LexisNexis, Delphi, Honeywell, IBM,
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
and Intel.
Faculty research fields include virtual
environments; display and interface design;
workload and attention; cognitive development and aging; personnel selection; training;
aviation, medicine and driving; visual and
auditory processes; and personality and
stress assessment.
www.psych/wright.edu/iohome.htm

MATI SMlTH lS MAKlNG DR1V1NG SAFER by applying psychology to his duties
with Delphi Corporation.
A senior human factors scientist at the Delphi Electronics and Safety Division in Kokomo, lndiana, he directs the driver simulation research program. The
goal is to find ways to
avoid collisions.
"The majority
of my work centers
around a forward
collision warning
system that uses radar
technology to alert
drivers that a potential
crash is about to occur
unless they respond
in the next few moments," he said.
Smith, with a
master's and doctorate
in human factors psychology from Wright
State, directs experiments on how people
respond to potential
collision scenarios.
"We study how much
time drivers take to
react
to stimuli and
e8
what are the best ways
to attract the driver's
attention. We then
determine what combinations of visual and auditory stimuli are the best ways
to achieve this. The big challenge is interrupting the driver's distraction without
annoying him or her."
Smith, who was hired by Delphi six years ago, works with specially designed
vehicles to test the latest advances. "We try to make cars more user friendly and
safer by designing systems that best account for the abilities of the driver," he
explained. He works on systems designed to detect driver drowsiness or distraction, potential lane departures, and frontal collision scenarios.
Smith, who came to Wright State from New Zealand because of the human
factors work of Psychology Department Chair John Flach, believes the automobile industry has made cars about as safe as possible in a crash because of
advances like seat belts and air bags. "ln terms of crash worthiness, we can't do
much more. The next frontier is doing more to reduce collisions from occurring."
-RlCHARD DOTY
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KATHRYN BARTO
'07 PH.0. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

KATHRYN BARTO MAKE GARUC MUSTARD OUT TO B THE BAD GUY in "Th
Allclopathic Potential of Alliaria Petiolata Again t Other Plants and Mycorrhizae."
The crime? Killing off impati n and endangering biodiversity in forests and
woodlands in the midwestern
and eastern United States. The
weapon? oxious compound
that attack fungi. The means?
Vast underground n twork of
plant roots.
Like Agatha Chri tie's Mi
Marple, Barto is an experienced sleuth who looked long
and hard before identifying
the culprit. She re-created th
scene of the garlic mustard's
crime in a plot of wood near
th pre ident's house on campus. She dug deep in the fore t
floor to stablish facts, collecting samples and bringing
th m back to her lab where he
imulat d the crim hundr d
of time ov r. She' building
her case around evidence that
garlic mu tard kill th fungu
that feed 80 percent of plant
in th forest.
"Just eradicating the garlic
mu tard, as hard as that is,
won't be enough" ay Barto.
"Part of the mystery is how we
undo the damag the garlic
mustard has wrought."
She's been on the case since
she got her master's in biology in 2002, and will have attained Ph.D. status in
nvironmental sciences by the time she finish s. Her det ctive work has not gone
unnoticed. This year she was one of 20 students nationally to receive a Greater
Research Opportunities (GRO) fellowship for Graduat Environmental Study from
the Environmental Protection Agency.
A self-proclaimed "black thumb," who was raised in a military family and has
yet to put down roots of her own, Barto is th founding president of Pi Epsilon, a
national environm ntal sciences honor society started at Wright State.
As for her pursuit of truth about garlic mustard and the restoration of order in
th forest, Barto hopes her patience will pay off.
-STEPHANIE JAMES ELY

14
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. Oil dependence.
Nuclear power. Logging. Pesticides. In
Congress, in the boardroom, and at the
kitchen table, environmental discussions are
animated and opinionated.
The Environmental Sciences Ph.D.
program prepares scientists to make objective evaluations of environmental issues
based on quantifiable and qualifiable results.
Graduates from Wright State's program, the
only one of its kind in Ohio, assume positions
of inftuence in industry, academia, and
government.
The program is taught by an interdisciplinary team representing biological sciences, geology, chemistry, physics, biochemistry
and molecular biology, pharmacology and
toxicology, and mathematics and statistics.
Students focus on one of three areasEnvironmental Biology: Genes, Organisms
and Ecosystems; Environmental Earth
Science; and Environmental Chemistry. As
humans impact the environment and environmental factors impact human health, Wright
State's researchers are creating environmental standards we all can live with.

www.wright.edu/academics/envsci

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

C. DAVID JAMES
'86 PH.0. BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES

Biomedical research is shaping
the future of medicine, changing not only
how maladies are cured but also which are
curable.
A joint program administered through the
Boonshoft School of Medicine and the College of Science and Mathematics, WSU 's
Biomedical Sciences Ph.D. program reflects
the interrelatedness of scientific disciplines
in medical research, encompassing areas of
clinical, biological, physical, and computational sciences.
As WSU's first Ph.D. program established in 1978, it is also the oldest interdisciplinary program in health sciences in the
state. Its breadth and diversity of training
match the increasingly cross-disciplinary
nature of medical and biomedical research,
as evidenced by the M.D./Ph.D. dual degree
offered by the program and WSU's medical
school.
The perspectives and training the program
provides have made the more than 150
graduates in demand in a wide range of
research and teaching settings, both regionally
and nationally.

www.wright.edu/academics/biomed

AS ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S
TOP NEURO-ONCOLOGY
RESEARCHERS, C. David James
delves into the most basic biologica 1 processes to determine
how normal brain cells develop
into cancerous tumors, a line of
research that has garnered continuous support from National
Cancer Institute since 1991.
Professor of Neurological
Surgery and the Berthold and
Belle N. Guggenhime Endowed Chair at the University
of California-San Francisco
(UCSF}, James' primary role is
associate director and principal
investigator for the Brain Tumor
Research Center at UCSF, an
internationally recognized research and treatment center for
adults and children with tumors
of the brain and spinal cord.
James began his appointment at UCSF this past June,
following an illustrious decadelong tenure on the faculty of
The Mayo Clinic Cancer Center, where he helped secure a prestigious $11 million
grant from the National Cancer lnstitute (NCl) to establish a Specialized Program
of Research Excellence.
Previously, he served as a faculty member and principal investigator at Emory
University and the Henry Ford Hospital, where he established the neuro-oncology
research program.
While working on his doctorate at WSU, he worked under the tutelage of Michael Leffak, professor of biochemistry. Under Leffak's direction, James produced
a significant paper that described one of the first human origins of DNA replication, initiating a line of investigation in Leffak's laboratory that continues today.
"What starts out as basic research develops into medically relevant research,"
says James, who earned a B.S. in chemistry from Wright State in 1975. "lt begins
with a novel idea. For one thing that works right, 10 go wrong, so research takes
perseverance. You learn to deal with setbacks and dead ends. ln many cases, the
dead ends are really important clues, and it depends on the experience as well as
insight of the investigator to see the clues among the negative results."
-CONNIE STEELE

BOONSHOFT SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

·
'

LADONNA BARNES-LARK,

'91 M.0.

APath Directed
SOMEONE ONCE SAlD: ''A lot of people have gone further than they thought
they could because someon else thought they could."
ln th case of La Donna Barnes-Lark, someone thought she had the qualities to
be a caring and competent physician. This sent her down a different career path,
changing her life and those she now touches in her medical practice at the Drew
Medical Center. The center serves primarily the underinsured and uninsured.
"At first, l didn't know if l had the tools to be a physician," said Barnes-Lark,
referring to a time when she was enrolled in a dental assistant training program.
"But my attending dentist thought l should consider switching to medicine."
Today, she encourages others as a mentor in WSU's Horizons in Medicine program, which introduces local high school students, mostly from disadvantaged or
minority backgrounds, to various careers in the health professions.
Barnes-Lark also makes a special effort to connect with current WSU nontraditional medical students who have children.
"When l started med school l was already a single parent with a 2-year old,"
she says, "so l know the stresses and challenges they face."
ln fact, Barnes-Lark feels the challenges she overcame help her be a better
doctor.
"l try to relate to people without judging them," she explains. "That promotes
a more honest rapport with my patients, which helps me better judge how best to
help them."
She feels a special calling to the Drew Center. "lt's funny how things come full
circle. l grew up a few blocks from here, and many of my patients are people l've
known my whole life. My husband was my next door neighbor, and l worked at
Drew when l was a dental assistant. Nothing is circumstance. My path's direction
led me here."
-CONNIE STEELE

STRENGTHENING
HEALTH CARE

Wright State's Boonshoft
School of Medicine is affiliated with
seven teaching hospitals and more than 20
health care institutions in our region and has
been nationally recognized for its outstanding community service.
The school's educational programs
include: the M.D.; M.D./Ph.D.; M.D./M.B.A.;
and M.D./M.P.H. degree; training programs
in 12 medical specialties; and continuing
medical education programs. About 1,200
community physicians support the educational mission as voluntary faculty.
The school's research programs are
distinguished by interdisciplinary teamwork
and community collaboration and include
nationally recognized centers of excellence
in genomics, toxicology, brain research,
substance abuse and treatment, and human
growth and development. Faculty generated
158 awards and more than $25 million in
extramural funding last fiscal year.

www.med.wright.edu

;
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COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

PRAVEEN KAKUMANU, '06 PH.0.
COMPUTER SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING

THE SClENTlFlC TERMS ARE

The doctoral program in computer science and engineering
started in 1986, with classes scheduled in late
afternoon to allow practicing computer professionals to begin on a part-time basis. Graduates have accepted research and teaching
positions at institutions such as the University
of Michigan, Yale University, and the University
of Massachusetts. Others have enriched the
Miami Valley research community with assignments at NCR, LexisNexis, and the Air Force
Research Lab.
State-of-the-art facilities enable students
to pursue such research fields as assistive
technologies, medical imaging, robotics, bioinformatics, wireless and Internet security, and
RFI 0 applications. The strength of the program
revolves around high-caliber faculty, including
career award winners, distinguished professors, and IEEE Fellows who combine theory
with software and hardware design. Funding
sources have included NSF, USAF, Wright
Brothers Institute, and state of Ohio.

www.engineering.wright.edu/cse/
students/phd .shtml

"ASSlSTlVE TECHNOLOGlES
AND BlOMETRlCS," but what
they mean is that Praveen
Kakumanu is interested in
what we sound like and what
we look like.
His po t-doctoral work
at WSU centers on developing software programs and
models to detect faces and
recognize facial expressions
such as laughter or anger.
Kakumanu received his
Ph.D. in computer science
and engineering last June
from Wright State, working
with Nikolaos Bourbakis, Ohio
Board of Regents Distinguished Professor of Information Technology, in the
development of a prototype
d vice to help the blind "see."
The system incorporates
tiny cameras attached to a
pair of glasses and a head-set connected to a portable laptop carried by the
vi ually impaired individual. The system identifies the images "seen" by the
camera and converts this to audio information the subject hears through the
headset.
"This project makes it possible to efficiently conduct such daily ta ks as
reading books or newspapers and even initiating conversations. 1t improves
independent mobility and social interaction," said Bourbaki , who has been
involved in computer engineering eye research for 20 years.
The work by Kakumanu involves biometrics, an emerging field in information technology devoted to the identification of individuals using biological
traits, such as those based on iris scanning, fingerprints, or face recognition.
While Kakumanu's work concentrates on aiding the blind, numerous other
applications exist for assistive technology involving recognition systems.
These vary from surveillance cameras and personal identification to military
target recognition and checking visitor passes at Disney World. Such fields
as banking, investing, retail sales, law enforcement, and health services are
involved.
Kakumanu received his bachelor's degree in computer science and engineering from Nagarjuna University in India, and also holds a master's degree
from Wright State.
-RlCHARD DOTY
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MARY MURPHY
'89 M.S.N. CLINICAL NURSE SPECIALIST

ANGELS ARE EVERYWHERE in the cramped East Dayton bedroom. A hospital
bed, its quilt soft from washing , plump with ruffle-edged pillow , i tucked in the
corner.
1t is Mary Murphy's second home visit of the day. She greets this cancer
patient, known only from previous telephone consults, like longlost family. Mary is there to see if
the 25 prescription medicines on
the night table are doing their job,
to schedule a massage therapist
to help with the pain, to check a
chemo port, take a temperature,
answer a spouse's question, hold a
hand. To nurse.
Mary Murphy, R. ., M.S.,
AOC , CHP , clinical nurse specialist, came to Hospice of Dayton
16 years ago after 20 years on the
oncology unit of a local hospital.
She is a small, take-charge woman, organized and intuitive, with
a sen e of humor and a re pect for
life. As director of Focu ed Care,
he coordinate a team that may
include, in addition to the on ologist and primary care physician,
a respiratory therapist, social
worker, bereavement specialist,
massage therapist, art or music
therapist, an R.N. case manager,
and volunteers.
"lf you are extremely passionate about one area of nursing and
you have the drive to seek the
knowledge, and if you want to become the expert in that field, then
you become an advanced practice nurse," said Murphy. As director of the focused
Care Team, a team of skilled nurses with extensive clinical expertise, Murphy
manages delivery of specific individualized end-of-life care for Hospice patients.
"ln my work, 1 stay within my focus of expertise, yet 1 have interactions with other
experts in a very interdisciplinary way. And l walk the path with my patients as
they determine their life's closure. lt's an honor to do what l do."
-STEPHA lE JAMES ELY
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, nurses with advanced
degrees are needed to meet the needs of a
diverse and aging patient population and to
handle the increasing complexity of providing
health care.
Wright State's M.S. in nursing programs
include concentrations in:
• Acute Care Nurse Practitioner
• Adult Health
• Administration of Nursing and
Health Care Systems
• Child and Adolescent Health
(Clinical Nurse Specialist or
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner)
• Clinical Nurse Leader
• Community Health
• Family Nurse Practitioner
• School Nurse
• Dual Administration of Nursing and
Health Care Systems/M.B.A.
To coordinate with working nurses' busy
schedules, master's core courses are offered
online, and the majority of on-campus classes
are offered in the late afternoon and evening.
In addition, the college is investigating
the potential for establishing a doctoral
program in nursing.

www.nursing.wright.edu/newstudents/
ma_n.htm

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

•
CHRISTINE SLOAN,

'99 M.S. BIOLOGY

HRlSTlNE SLOAN WAS GROWlNG UP in Warren, Ohio, he loved being
"l used to go exploring whenever l had a chance. l would climb trees,
;t deep in the local ponds, and catch creatures like crayfish, frogs, and
as amazed by everything," she says.
early three decades later and more than 2,000 miles from her home in
stine is still an avid lover of the outdoors-and getting paid for it as a
I/environmental planner with San Diego County.
iego is an arid region that doesn't receive much rainfall, so conserving
cting the water supply is of great importance to the region," she said.
her projects focuses on impervious surfaces such as roadways, driveparking lots, which are characteristic of urban sprawl. "These surfaces
1in from seeping into the ground and replenishing our groundwater
e water is swept away by gutters and drains," she said.
s preparing a manual that will allow developers to reduce the imper·aces while still allowing urban growth. "lt's my goal to implement a
t development program to help decrease storm water runoff, allow
1ter replenishment, and protect the natural processes of the watereceived a B.S. degree in biological sciences from Wright State in 1977,
ary interest in ecology and the environment. Her thesis for her master's
alt with environmental effects of pesticides. Along the way she served
nt of the Golden Key National Honour Society and received the bestg senior award. She earned magna cum laude honors a an undergrad)umma cum laude distinction from the master's program.
think it all started with climbing trees and wading waist deep in
s.
-RICHARD DOlY
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MARY MURPHY
'89 M.S.N. CLINICAL NURSE SPECIALIST

ANGELS ARE EVERYWHERE in the cramped East Dayton bedroom. A h
bed, its quilt soft from washings, plump with ruffle-edged pillows, is t
corner.
1t is Mary Murphy's second home visit of the day. She greets this ca
patient, known only from previous telephone consults, like longlost family. Mary is there to see if
the 25 prescription medicines on
the night table are doing their job,
to schedule a massage therapist
to help with the pain, to check a
chemo port, take a temperature,
answer a spouse's question, hold a
hand. To nurse.
Mary Murphy, R.N., M.S.,
AOCN, CHPN, clinical nurse specialist, came to Hospice of Dayton
16 years ago after 20 years on the
oncology unit of a local hospital.
She is a small, take-charge woman, organized and intuitive, with
a sense of humor and a respect for
life. As director of Focused Care,
she coordinates a team that may
include, in addition to the oncologist and primary care physician,
a respiratory therapist, social
worker, bereavement specialist,
massage therapist, art or music
therapist, an R.N. case manager,
and volunteers.
"lf you are extremely passionate about one area of nursing and
you have the drive to seek the
knowledge, and if you want to become the expert in that field, then
you become an advanced practice nurse," said Murphy. As director oft
Care Team, a team of skilled nurses with extensive clinical expertise, M
manages delivery of specific individualized end-of-life care for Hospice
"ln my work, 1 stay within my focus of expertise, yet 1 have interaction
experts in a very interdisciplinary way. And 1 walk the path with my pat
they determine their life's closure. lt's an honor to do what 1 do."
-STEPHANIE
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FLEXIBLE
AND RELEVANT

The M.S. in biological sciences
offers two options: a thesis-based degree
grounded primarily in advanced course
work and a program centered on a research
project.
Unique aspects ofWSU's program include
its flexibility, with elective courses giving
students freedom to develop their graduate
workload. Students also receive considerable
financial aid from the department, whereas at
many institutions the bulk of this support goes
to doctoral students.
Current student research projects have
included the genetic diversity of invertebrates
associated with strip mines, human sensitivity
to mites, the impact of deer browsing on the
regeneration of sugar maple trees, and how
the spread and removal of an invasive plant
affects a forest community.
Recent graduates have gone on to diverse
careers, ranging from hospital researcher
to Ph.D. candidate in ecology; director of
biotechnology at an area high school to wildlife
biologist with a city park system.
www.wright.edu/biology/programs/
grad.html

CHRISTINE SLOAN,

'99 M.S. BIOLOGY

WHEN (HR1ST1NE SLOAN WAS GROWlNG UP in Warren, Ohio, she loved being
in nature. "1 used to go exploring whenever 1had a chance. 1 would climb trees,
wade waist deep in the local ponds, and catch creatures like crayf1sh, frogs, and
snakes. 1 was amazed by everything," she says.
Now, nearly three decades later and more than 2,000 miles from her home in
Ohio, Christine is still an avid lover of the outdoors-and getting paid for it as a
watershed/environmental planner with San Diego County.
"San Diego is an arid region that doesn't receive much rainfall, so conserving
and protecting the water supply is of great importance to the region,'' she said.
One of her projects focuses on impervious surfaces such as roadways, driveways, and parking lots, which are characteristic of urban sprawl. "These surfaces
prevent rain from seeping into the ground and replenishing our groundwater
because the water is swept away by gutters and drains," she said.
Sloan is preparing a manual that will allow developers to reduce the impervious surfaces while still allowing urban growth. "lt's my goal to implement a
low-impact development program to help decrease storm water runoff, allow
groundwater replenishment, and protect the natural processes of the watersh ds."
Sloan received a B.S. degree in biological sciences from Wright State in 1977,
with primary interest in ecology and the environment. Her thesis for her master's
degree dealt with environmental effects of pesticides. Along the way she served
as president of the Golden Key National Honour Society and received the bestgraduating senior award. She earned magna cum laude honors as an undergraduate and summa cum laude distinction from the master's program.
And to think it all tarted with climbing trees and wading waist deep in
Ohio ponds.
-RICHARD DOTY

OLLEGE OF IBERAL ARTS- -

BRIAN RUPPERT,

'86 M.A. HUMANITIES

HOW DOES A HlGH CHOOL STUDENT lN FRANKUN, 0H10, develop a keen
int re tin everything related to Japan? For Brian Ruppert, it began by reading
about Gestalt psychology, then trying to make sense of Zen Buddhism.
By the time Ruppert entered Wright State as a religion major, he realized that
he wanted to learn about Japanese Buddhism and speak Japanese, and immerse
himself in Japan's history, religion, and culture.
Since earning a Master of Humanities degree in religion and philosophy, followed by his doctorate from Princeton University, Ruppert has researched and
published on Buddhism in Japanese cultural history. He also spent six years in
Japan, where he studied, taught, and met his wife, Junko.
Ruppert is associate professor and director of graduate studies in the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at the University of 111inois.
ln his book Jewel in the Ashes: Buddha Relics and Power in Early Medieval
Japan, Ruppert addresses the relationship between the veneration of Buddha relics and the appropriation of power in Japan.
"Relics could either bring people together or tear them apart because of the
special allure these objects had for people in the Japanese royal family, the aristocracy, and in samurai society," Ruppert says.
In today's Japan, Ruppert notes, people still express their place in society by
using the proper honorific language or by carrying business cards. During his interactions in Japan, Ruppert discovered the name card with a person's title determines how others address you-and how you should address them. The Japanese
use different levels of their language to speak to persons of different status. They
adju t levels of praise and
humility accordingly.
Ruppert is now completing another book,
which will examine Buddhist ritual exchange in
medieval Japan and its
connection with Buddhist
notions of loyalty and
indebtedness.
-JOH
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As an interdisclpllnary
program,the Master of Humanities
explores questions from diverse perspectives, rather than concentrating on a single
academic discipline. A student's program of
study is customized according to the area of
interest or career goals and might focus on a
historical period, a cultural region , or a social
or artistic theme. Or, it may combine ancient
and modern cultures, literature and politics,
philosophy and art.
The thesis project is the capstone of each
student's program of study, and may take
the form of a traditional thesis or a creative
work accompanied by an essay. The results
represent an array of topics such as "African
American Music: Songs of Pride, Perseverance, and Progression," "Christian Higher
Education in the Late Roman Empire," "The
Role of Women in Manufacturing in the
Greater Dayton Area during the World War II
Era," and many more.

www.wright.edu/cola/Prog/humanities

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

•
JASON GILDER,

'03 M.S. BIOINFOMATICS

WHEN JASON GlLDER'S GRADUATE ADVlSOR APPROACHED HlM in 2001

The U.S. Department of Labor's
Bureau of Labor Statistics projected that eight
of the 10 fastest growing occupations from
2000 to 2010 are computer related. With the
demand for computer scientists and engineers continuing to outpace supply, students
in the master's program in the Department
of Computer Science and Engineering know
there are jobs waiting when they finish their
specialized research.
Topics being tackled include applications
of artificial intelligence, design of wireless and
wired networks, robotics, digital multimedia
systems, interactive graphics and games,
bioinformatics, distributed systems, and
microprocessors.
Industry and government partnerships
lead to joint research projects and shared
laboratories. Students benefit from access
to daytaOhio, a Wright Center of Innovation
headquartered at Wright State, which is a
world-class center for data-intensive technology innovation.

www.cs.wright.edu/cse

about doing research in bioinformatics, Gilder remembers thinking, "lf l'd wanted
to study biology, l wouldn't have majored in computer science!" Yet, by the time
he'd finished his master's thesis, he had created a program that would become
the impetus for a new bioinformatics company that specializes in DNA analysis
services.
Like the twists in a strand of D A, Gilder's knowledge of computer science
became intertwin d with biology. "At first l thought, 'how can l contribute to
omething like cancer research when l have never studied anything about it?"'
said Gilder. "Then l realized l could use the computer science tools l already
had-problem solving and data analysis-and apply them to a very narrow research problem."
Today, Gilder's D A analysis software program, Genophiler'l<:, does in less than
one day what used to take months of work. Genophiler® automates the analysis
of DNA evidence and provides attorneys objective, detailed results ready for use
at trial.
"Whereas prosecutors have access to state laboratories, less than one percent
of cases based on DNA evidence going to trial were being reviewed by experts
for the defense," said Gilder. "Not only does Genophiler® speed up analysis time
considerably, it eliminates the subjective interpretation."
Gilder is a systems engineer at forensic Bioinformatics, lnc., the only lab in
the world currently doing this test.
Gilder, now working towards hi Ph.D. in computer science, ha gone on to
design and develop software that tests the degradation of DNA samples. ln cases
where live hang in the balance, determining whether mini cu le amounts of DNA
are too broken down by natural elements to be analyzed can determine the success of the prosecution-or the defense.
-STEPHA IE JAMES ELY

••
••

MELISSA JONES
'00 M.R.C. REHABILITATION COUNSELING

A

ON THE FRlNGES OF DAYTON SOClETY, wher a cardboard box provides shel ter and a dumpster a meal, people suffering from m ntal illness and a substanc
abuse problem are not likely to know the name Melissa Jones. But those who have
been referred to the Consumer Advocacy Model (CAM) know about the unique
treatment program she directs for them. Located in a nondescript two-story
building on Dayton's east side, CAM is a clinical component of the Center for
lntervention, Treatment, and Addictions Research and the SARDI Program within
WSU's Boonshoft School of Medicine.
At CAM, the numbers tell the story but the services are about the individual:
THE NUMBERS:
• One in five American families is affected by mental illness.
• Nearly 50 percent of those with a mental illness also have a substance
abuse problem.
• On average it takes seven failed attempts at recovery before success.
THE lNDlVlDUALS:
• An bipolar alcoholic who is on probation and has no job, car, or food
in the house.
• A victim of domestic violence with a traumatic brain injury uses drugs to
cop with th viol nee in her life.
• A horn le

per on who i wheelchair bound and smokes rack.

"What differ ntiates CAM from other treatment facilities is that we offer
interdisciplinary dual-disorder treatment," said Jones. She has been CAM's clinical
director for four and a half years.
"We treat consumers who may have a physical or cognitive disability, a mental
illness, a substance abuse issue-or a combination of the three," she said. "We provide holistic care. 1t is extremely important that we understand that addiction and
mental illness can b
managed. We have to
begin to break down as
best we can the stigma
that can shroud our
consumers' lives."
-STEPHANlE JAMES ELY

-~---------- ~

advanced counseling
program offers eight degree concentrations
that equip graduates with the skills to improve
their clients' well-being and ability to function. Graduates work in independent practice,
community agencies, treatment centers, and a
variety of other organizations.
Both the nationally accredited Rehabilitation
Counseling: Chemical Dependency concentration; and the Rehabilitation Counseling: Severe
Disabilities concentration are available totally
online or in a traditional classroom setting.
Other graduate programs offered by the
Human Services Department include: business
and organizational management counseling,
community counseling, counseling exceptional
children, marriage and family counseling , mental health counseling, and school counseling.
All of these graduate-level counselor education
programs prepare students to become licensed
in Ohio and nationally certified.

www.cehs.wright.edu/academic/
human_services

CHRISTINE WALLACE,

THE COMPETITIVE EDGE

Wright State's M.B.A. program
was the first accredited M.B.A. program
offered in the Dayton area. With strong ties
to the business community, the program
has over 4,000 alumni working not just as
managers but also as leaders in Dayton and
around the world. For three consecutive
years, M.B.A. students have received top
honors in the Society for the Advancement of
Management case competition.
Working professional students may
attend part time or enroll in the executive
M.B.A. format, which enables them to attend
full time without leaving their jobs.
The M.B.A. program is offered at both
the main and Lake Campus, with a south
Dayton M.B.A. program in Innovation and
Technology offered at the Mound Facility in
Miamisburg.
www.wright.edu/rscob/grad/

'81 M.B.A.

THOUGH SHE MANAGES A $1.8 BlLUON DlVlSlON with 12,500 employees around the world, Christine Wallace, senior vice president for Worldwide
Customer Services at NCR Corporation, says, "l try to know who l've got in my
organization."
Wallace's organization services about 10,000 customers worldwide who
use NCR products and solutions in ATM machines, airline kiosks, point of sale
terminals, and self-checkout lanes.
Customers include lBM, HewlettPackard, Wal-Mart, Lowe's, Home
Depot, and many other companies who are much smaller but
need just as much attention and
service.
"We are a relationship management organization," Wallace
says. "Our goal is to facilitate an
end-to-end customer experience
from the time we sell a solution to
a customer through its entire life
cycle. The most important thing
we can do is help our customers
become successful."
Along with her responsibilities,
Wallace takes time to meet and
talk with people about their career
goals, knowing that it will help her
identify people to groom for leadership positions in the company.
"There are usually high potential individuals who l might tend
to spend a little bit more time with
from the standpoint of making
sure they have a project l can
review and be involved in so l
can have a chance to observe
them," Wallace says, who earned
her B.S. in business from Wright
State in 1977.
Wallace's advice is to be aggressive in getting your name out there. "Call
somebody senior and say, Td like to fmd out what engineering is like in a software business. Would you spend 30 minutes talking to me?' A lot of people are
reluctant to do that, but they also don't realize how much people love for that
to happen," Wallace adds. "You can't sit back and wait for something to happen
to you."
-JOHN BENNETT
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WSU-LAKE CAMPUS

•

WENDEE BERTKE
'02 M.S. INTERVENTION SPECIALIST

H R TUD NT CAN'T TALK. Other u e wheelchair . Many live with
cerebral pal y or Down's syndrom .
All these challenges ju t help motivate Wendee Bertke, an intervention specialist in the multiple disabilitie classroom at Coldwater High School n ar the
Lake Campus.
"l work on a very personal level with each of my students and relish the
challenge of trying to figure out how to t ach each one. Each student is so very
different and interesting," xplained Bertke, who earned a master's degree last
Augu t through the Lake Campu intervention peciali t education program.
She is now in her fourth year at the high school through the Mercer County
Educational Service Center.
Bertke, who earned a bachelor's degree at the Lake Campus in 2002 in early
childhood education, became interested in special education when she attended
St. Mary's High School. "1 baby at a child with special needs and very much enjoyed the experience. 1t laid the groundwork for my career in special education."
Bertke explained that she learns a lot from her students as well. "Th y look
at the world in a way that no one else does. 1t makes you stop and think sometimes."
B rtke said the smaller cla size (nine students) allows her to customize her
teaching to the needs of each individual, whom h typically ha for everal
year . The learning pace is much lower, as in most cases she works for the entire school year on very few skill . These include tea hing the high choolers to
prepare a meal or follow a hedule.
"lt an be very overwhelming when looking at all the needs of your tud nt .
1 can see where being a perfectionist can get you into trouble. Some days you
feel like a video game, just dodging things corning at you."

SOME OF

-RICHARD DOTY

terventio s e . list is a
relatively new field within special education in WSU's College of Education and
Human Services. Started six years ago,
the program is meeting the demand by
school districts for more teachers with this
credential.
In addition, the intervention services
concentration is also the fastest growing
education program in the college, with
nearly 200 students now enrolled at the
graduate level.
Two main reasons for the rapid demand
for the intervention specialist credential are
changes in state requirements mandating
these services, and educators doing a better job of identifying students with learning
disabilities.
Another factor is the high attrition rate
of special education teachers, with up to
50 percent leaving the field within
five years.
www.cehs.wright.edu/academic/
teacher_education/

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

••
••

A
The M.P.H. Emergency Preparedness track is designed to provide public
health, public safety, and health care leaders
with the latest skills to deal with all types of
hazards faced by the nation's first responders.
Acollaborative effort between WSU's
Master of Public Health program, the Boonshoft
School of Medicine's Department of Emergency Medicine, and the Homeland Emergency Learning and Preparedness Center, this
specialty track offers a range of topics, from
dealing with biological and chemical terrorism
and radiological emergencies to principles
of disaster response, refugee health care,
incident management, and interagency disaster
operations. The program targets public health
practitioners, physicians, nurses, fire and law
enforcement officers, paramedical personnel, emergency managers, and allied health
personnel.
WSU's M.P.H. program, which partners with
28 health districts throughout Southwest Ohio,
offers two other concentrations: Public Health
Management and Health Promotion
& Education.
www.med.wright.edu/mph

'07

PHIL VAN ATTA
M.P.H. EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

DAYTON lS BLESSED WlTH AN ABUNDANT SUPPLY OF FRESH WATER provided by the Great Miami Buried Aquifer. Thi ource, however, lie beneath an
urbanized core that includes both industrial and commercial land use, making it
susceptible to harmful contaminants.
Working to ensure that the water flowing through the city's 700 miles of water
mains is safe, clean, and always available is Phil Van Atta, City of Dayton's water
treatment technical supervisor. He directs a team of lab technicians who analyze
samples taken from Dayton's rivers, wells, and water taps. They're checking for
biological, chemical, and radiological contaminants as well a for other water
quality indicators.
Because water play a vital role in the region's public safety, health, and conomic well being, "emergency preparedness and response are part of my job," he
says. This includes, if necessary, implementing parts of the water department's
emergency response plan.
Such emergencies could include a flre at a pumping station or a large water
main break, a chlorine gas release or a chemical spill thatjeopardizes the underground aquifer, a major power outage, or a tornado or even an earthquake that
could damage one or both water treatment plants.
And especially in this post 9/11 world, the threat of a terrorist attack is always
at the top of the list.
Van Atta is a memb r of the flrst cohort class of WSU's new emergency
preparedness track offered through the Master in Public Health program. He's
fulfilling a desire that grew out of his undergraduate environmental studies at
Wright State.
"1 believe that providing public health programs to the community is one of
the mo t important functions of government. Our main mission is community
health. The networking and the knowledge l'm gaining through this program will
provide additional tools in carrying out this mission and keeping our emergency
response plans cutting edge and vital."
-CO

IE STEELE
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TOMORROW

TAl(ES FLIGHT
The Campaign for Wright State University

LAKE CAMPUS COMMUNITY STEPS UP TO THE PLATE
The community has stepped up to the plate to
support Lake Campus' first-ever capital campaign,
bringing it to within $114,000 of its $4 million goal.

Western Ohio Educational Foundation Board. "We are
proud to be doing our part to help it reach for the next

The James F. Dicke family of New Bremen helped kick
off the campaign to expand and renovate the campus

president of Crown Equipment Corp.

in February with a $2 million leadership gift.
"We deeply appreciate these gifts from the Dicke
family and all the other donors who will make this
project a reality for our Lake Campus," said WSU
President Kim Goldenberg.
The campaign will fund an $8 million

level of excellence." Her husband, James Dicke Ill, is
Also recognized at the February kickoff was
Celina Aluminum Precision Technology (CAPT), which
provided $250,000 to name the CAPT Science Wing.
Continuing through December, the campaign has
grown to nearly $3,900,000 since the kickoff, thanks to
the generosity of Reynolds and Reynolds, Setex, the
Daily Standard, the Eaton Corporation and many others.

renovation of the scenic campus located
on the shores of Grand Lake St. Marys. The
project includes a new multipurpose center
to be named the James F. Dicke Hall in honor
of James F. Dicke I. In addition, the building that

houses Dwyer and Andrews Halls will be named the
James F. Dicke Academic Center.
"The Crown Equipment Corporation and
the Dicke family are proud to support the Lake
Campus," said Katy Dicke, a member of the
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James F. Ill and Katy Dicke

KETTERING FUND INVESTS
IN NEW RESE RCH FIELD
T WRIGHT STAT
Wright State University Boonshoft School of
Medicine has received $500,000 from the Kettering
Fund to advance an exciting new field of science:

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIE T
GIVES B CK
It's not every day
that a student makes
a donation to the
scholarship fund that
financed his education

proteomics.

six months before
Proteomics studies the intricate structure and
function of thousands of proteins in cells and tissues.
Like the study of genetic defects, the in-depth study of
proteins will produce medical advances.

graduation, but Brian
Sturdevant did just
that. Sturdevant, a
senior in the Raj Soin

"The Kettering Fund grant will provide the key

College of Business,

infrastructure components necessary for studying

dropped by the WSU

proteins in both health and disease," explains David

Development Office

R. Cool, associate professor of pharmacology and

in January to make

toxicology and director of the Proteomics Analysis

a contribution to the

Laboratory.

11

By studying malformed proteins, we

Captain Kevin Maguire

will better understand how they function and

Memorial Scholarship fund. "I want to give back

improve diagnosis and treatment of diseases."

so other students who come after me will be able to

In a continuing effort to support medical research,

succeed as I have," he said.

the Kettering Fund has made multiple gifts to the
Boonshoft School of Medicine.
11
·

"The Captain Kevin Maguire Memorial
Scholarship was established to remember my

0ver the years, generous grants from

son, Kevin, who was a member of the Wright State

the Kettering Fund have enabled the medical

Detachment," said CMSgt. Frank Maguire, who

school to make strategic investments in

started the fund in 1993 with Kevin's late mother,

innovative biomedical research," says Dr.

Frances Maguire. "Its purpose is to continue the work

Howard Part, dean of medicine at Wright State.

Kevin gave his life to pursue."

These investments have been leveraged with state,

Kevin was the WSU Air Force ROTC program's

federal, and private dollars and helped create four

first cadet corps commander and graduated from

biomedical research centers of excellence.

Wright State's Raj Soin College of Business in 1986.
Stationed at McChord Air Force Base, Captain
Maquire was killed in an aerial mishap over Harlem,

WSU' TOMORROW TAKES FLI H
MPAI
CO Tl
E TO OAR

Montana, with 12 other aviators. He was just 32 years
old.
First awarded in 1994, this scholarship is
presented annually to a WSU Air Force ROTC cadet.
Since graduating in June, Sturdevant has been
assigned to the 552nd Flight Training Squadron at
Randolph Air Force Base in Texas. "This scholarship
has set me up for a career," the Greenville, Ohio,
native said. "Without it, I couldn't have stayed in

z

school."
"The scholarship remembers my son's life,"
said Maguire. "But it also demonstrates the faith that
many have placed in the Air Force Reserve cadet's
1999"

2000

2001

2002

FISCAL

2003

2004

2005

2006"

YEAR

commitment to integrity first, service before self, and
excellence in all that you do."

* Includes only gifts made between April 1 and June 30.
**As of Sept. 1, 2006
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Wright State's 2006

utstanding Alumni
John S. Czachor, '79 B.S.; '83 M.D.
Boonshoft School of Medicine
John S. Czachor holds the rank of professor and chief, Section of Infectious Diseases, at Wright
State University Boonshoft School of Medicine's Department of Internal Medicine. Czachor was
instrumental in a 10-day medical mission to Ouetzaltenango, Guatemala, with the organization
C.H.A.N.G.E (Children's Healthcare and Nutritional Goals Through Education). He has published
54 papers, nine book chapters, and 14 presented abstracts. Czachor was associate editor of the
Antimicrobics and Infectious Diseases newsletter and was on the manuscript review board for
the Infectious Diseases Board Review Manual. Czachor also serves as co-medical director of the
Montgomery County Combined Health District's Sexually Transmitted Disease Clinic and director of
Wright State University's Travel Medicine Center.
Czachor has received numerous awards including Wright State University's Service Medicine
Award, the A. Robert Davies Award for Teaching Excellence, the Miami Valley Hospital Housestaff
Teaching Award, and the Master Teacher Award from the Ohio Chapter of the American College of
Physicians. Professional affiliations include the American College of Physicians, the American Society
of Microbiology, the Infectious Disease Society of America, and the International Society of Travel
Medicine. He is also a volunteer teacher with the Global Health Initiative.

Kip A. Wright, '90 A.A.; '01 B.S.
Lake Campus
For 33 years, Kip A. Wright has faithfully served the public through his law enforcement career at
the Mercer County Sheriff's Office. He has held a variety of positions including deputy-patrolman,
sergeant, detective, and lieutenant. Wright has been a court investigator and adult probation officer
for the Mercer County Common Pleas Court and an investigator for the Mercer County Prosecutor's
Office. Wright maintains reserve deputy status and assists the department as educational liaison and
academy commander. Currently, Wright is a grant consultant for Community Development Services
in Chickasaw, Ohio.
In his community, Wright is co-chair and facilitator of the Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership Program and is the Chamber's Adult Leadership Facilitator. Wright served as president of the
Celina-Mercer County Chamber of Commerce in 2001, was co-chair of the Mercer County Courthouse 75th anniversary celebration, served as a crime victim witness advocate for the Mercer County Prosecutor's Office, and was a trustee for the Mercer County Gateway Outreach Mental Health
Association. Wright also actively participates as a member of the Auglaize-Mercer Family YMCA
Membership Committee and as a coach for Family Y soccer and the YMCA basketball programs.
28
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Cathy D. Trame, '97 M.S.
WSU-Miami Valley College of
Nursing and Health
In her position as clinical nurse specialist for pain services at Miami Valley Hospital, Cathy D. Trame
instituted many training programs, participated and spearheaded research investigations to
identify pain management strategies, and is a national speaker and advocate for proper pain management. A board member of the Ohio Pain Initiative, Trame has published numerous articles and
presented around the nation on such topics as chronic pain, pain management, control of pain, and
pain management in the elderly. Her expertise and her role as a patient advocate have spawned
research that has improved patient outcomes and pain management.
As a frequent speaker to undergraduate and graduate nursing students at Wright State, Trame
is one of the school's highest-ranking speakers because of her ability to convey complex material
in a manner that is understandable to all levels of nursing students. Trame's honors include Nursing
Recognition Awards in the area of Nursing Research from Miami Valley Hospital in 1999 and 2002. She
also received the KMC Star Award from Kettering Medical Center and the My Nurse Award for being
chosen by her nursing peers as the nurse whom they would like to care for them personally in the
hospital.

Jeffrey J. Davison, '89 B.S.C.E.
College of Engineering and Computer Science
As managing director of the Gasper Division of NCR, Jeffrey J. Davison handles the day-to-day
operations and management of Gasper Corporation. Gasper Corporation specializes in the
management of availability and performance of Automatic Teller Machine (ATMs) systems and their
service teams. In addition, Gasper products use automation and software expertise to manage
ATMs automatically. Currently over 200,000 self-service devices worldwide are managed by Gasper
Self-Service Management Solutions.
Davison started his career in 1989 as a software developer for Gasper's Automon (ATM Management) and AutoSAM (Cash Management) products. From 1995 to 1999, while serving as vice
president of development, Davison successfully formalized and managed the support, professional
services, and quality assurance departments at Gasper. After serving two years as executive vice
president of development, Davison was named executive vice president of marketing and development in 2001 and launched the company's current flagship product, "Gasper Vantage." He is also on
the External Advisory Board forthe Wright State University College of Engineering and Computer
Science.

Kevin R. DeWine, '96 M.B.A.
School of Graduate Studies
Kevin R. DeWine is serving his third term as state representative of the 70th district in the Ohio
House of Representatives and serves as Majority Whip for the Republican caucus. DeWine's
district encompasses the western portion of Greene County and includes the cities of Fairborn,
Beavercreek, and Xenia.
In his leadership role, DeWine assists the Speaker of the House in monitoring key issues and legislation. As a member of the House Finance and Appropriations Committee, DeWine serves on the
Primary and Secondary Education Subcommittee. He is also a member of the Elections and Ethics
Committee and the Rules and Reference Committee.
Prior to becoming state representative, DeWine established himself as a community and
business leader working for the Dayton Power and Light Company, where he served as regional
development manager. Within his community, DeWine serves as a member of the Greene County
Community Foundation, Gov. Bob Taft's Third Frontier Advisory Board, the Edison Materials Technology Center Board, and the Beavercreek Chamber of Commerce. He received the Recent Graduate
Alumni Achievement Award from the Wright State University Alumni Association in 2003.
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Marilyn K. Smith, '83 B.M.
College of Liberal Arts
As a musician and community arts volunteer, Marilyn K. Smith centers her activities on performing
the harpsichord and volunteering for the Dayton Philharmonic Volunteer Association (DPVA) . As a
docent specializing in educational programs, Smith shares her musical knowledge with elementary
school students to prepare them to attend the Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra Young People's Concerts. As president of DPVA, Smith headed three successful fundraisers, the 2001and2003 Designers
Show House and Gardens, and the SOth Ann iversary International Gourmet Gala. Combined, the
events contributed over $75,000 each year to the Dayton Ph ilharmonic Orchestra (DPO). Also during
this time, the DPO awarded young musicians of the Miami Valley over $12,000 in scholarship funds
each year and helped the orchestra present the most educational offerings of any orchestra in the
nation.
Smith also spent over 22 years performing as a singer with the Dayton Bach Society. There she
spearheaded a drive that ra ised over $27,000 in less than two months to purchase a chamber organ
to commemorate the Bach Society's 25th anniversary. Smith's additional activities include holding
memberships on the ArtsGala Host Committee, the DPO Board of Trustees, and the Dayton Opera
Guild.

Marc D. Porter, '77 B.S.; '80 M.S.
College of Science and Mathematics
Marc D. Porter, professor of chemistry at Iowa State University, has been director of the Microanalytica l Instrumentation Center and the Institute for Combinatorial Discovery at Iowa State. He has published over 150 papers in these areas, and has been a member of the editorial boards of Analytical
Chemistry, Langmuir, and Electrochemistry Communications.
Wh ile at Wright State, Porter excelled in research, academics, and sports; he earned a tryout with
the Montreal Expos major league baseball team in 1979. One of his Wright State professors considers
Porter "one of the most talented, energetic, and stimulating students the Department of Chemistry
has ever had." His subsequent career path reflects his earlier ambition and energy. He received the
Margaret Ellen Wh ite Graduate Faculty Award from Iowa State in 2004 and the prestigious 2003 R&D
100 Awa rd. Porte r received the R&D award for a new generation immunoassay system, the Ramanprobes System, for detecting and labeling antigens-the proteins that serve as the body's natural
defense against infectious agents. Porter earned his Ph .D. in analytical chemistry from The Ohio State
University and studied as a post-doctoral fellow at Bell Communications Research.

Lynnette M. Heard, '96 M.Ed.
College of Education and Human Services
Lynnette M. Heard is the executive director of the Office of the President at the University of Dayton.
She assists the university president with strategic planning, diversity initiatives, representation on
internal and external task forces and committees, monitoring and managing budget accounts, and
advising on various university and commun ity issues.
Previously, Heard was executive director of the Southwestern Ohio Council for Higher Education
(SOCHE), a consortium of 23 colleges, universities, and businesses throughout the Miami Valley
designed to promote inter-institutional cooperation and community service, educational advancement in the region, research development of common interests to its members, and the administrative efficiency of the member institutions. She also served as interim director of public relations
and executive assistant to the president at Wright State University. Heard has received the Ten Top
Women Award from the Dayton Daily News and the Dayton African American CEOs. She was named
Woman of the Year by the Metropolitan Women's Club and received the Black Achiever Award from
WROU-FM and Success Guide.
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Kurt W. Jensen, '88 Psy.D.
School of Professional Psychology
As director of operations for Jensen Consulting in Cleveland, Ohio, Kurt W. Jensen provides consultation and clinical services to individuals and organizations, including employee assessments,
management and leadership training, and crisis management. His clinical work centers on shortterm assessment and therapy services to clients suffering from a variety of psychiatric diagnoses.
Jensen is coordinator of the Disaster Response Network (DRN) for the Ohio Chapter of the
American Psychological Association. In 2003, he received the Ohio Psychological Association's
Award of Excellence for DRN-related volunteer services. Jensen is also a member of the American Psychological Association's Disaster Response Network and past president of the Cleveland
Psychological Association. He developed a one-day training program for use in preparing mental health professionals to respond to hurricane disasters as part of the Red Cross. The program
was shared with 25 other states to help train volunteers.
Jensen volunteered for 10 days in Mobile, Alabama, at a shelter for Hurricane Katrina
survivors. He also volunteered for two-week periods following Hurricane Marilyn in the Virgin
Islands in 1994, Hurricane Floyd in New Jersey in 1999, and the terrorist attacks in New York City on
September 11, 2001.

Gary E. McCullough, '81 B.S.B.
Raj Sain College of Business
Gary E. McCullough, president of the Ross Products Division of Abbott Laboratories, oversees
a product portfolio exceeding $2 billion in sales for the nutritional needs company, which
produces brands such as Similac baby formula, Ensure, and the Glucerna diabetic products.
McCullough recently added to his company product line with a $320 million acquisition of
Experimental Applied Sciences, makers of health and fitness products such as Myoplex and
Body for Life. McCullough leads 5,600 employees through 12 department managers who report
directly to him. Previously, McCullough was senior vice president for the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company where he managed a $1.2 billion product portfolio. Under his leadership, Wrigley's market
share grew from 47.5 to 58.4 percent in three years.
In 2005, Black Enterprise named McCullough one of the 75 most powerful African Americans
in Corporate America and Prevent Blindness Ohio named him a People of Vision Award winner.
McCullough has served on the boards of the Association of National Advertisers, the SherwinWilliams Company, the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company, Keep America Beautiful, and the Cincinnati
Human Relations Commission.
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OF 1970
Robert M.
Keener (B.S.B.),
professor of marketing and director of international
education at
Sinclair Community College,
has been named
the recipient of the Dr. Werner Kubsch
Award from the Community Colleges
for International Development, Inc.
This is a national award recognizing the contributions of community
college faculty and staff engaged in
international education activities and
their campuses. Keener was the first
person at Sinclair to organize and lead
short-term study abroad programs
for students. He was instrumental in
establishing three sister college relationships between Sinclair and Tresham Institute in Kettering, England;
Leigh-Sherman Community College in
Monrovia, Liberia; and North Highland
College in Thurso, Scotland. Keener
has led Sinclair's International Education Committee effort to develop a
Global Awareness Week program on
campus. Keener earned his M.A. in
Distributive Education from The Ohio
State University in 1975.

1971
Robert E. Arnold (B.S.Ed.),
observing the aging of America's
veteran patient
population and
their accompanying visual
problems, developed and coordinated the creation
of "Hymns of the Christian Faith ," a
large print hymnbook with approximately 250 familiar songs. Because
of Arnold's efforts in this project, the
Central Iowa Healthcare System was
recently awarded a Best Practice
Award by the Central Office of the
Chaplain Service. Arnold has previously been recognized by the National
Veterans of Foreign War for his high
quality pastoral care with hospitalized veterans. Arnold has served as
Protestant chaplain at the VA Medical
Center in Knoxville, IA, for 23 years.
He received his master's degree from
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in 1973 and his doctorate
from the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in 1982.
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Robert J. Spidel (M.A.) retired in 2004
from the United States Army after 30
years of service. Spidel currently resides
in Grayson, GA.

Stephen Gruber (M.Ed.; '84 Ed.S.)
has been granted tenure and promoted
to associate professor of education at
Cedarville University.

Joyce Beatty (M.S.), Ph.D., was unanimously elected to be the first woman
minority leader in the Ohio House of
Representatives last January. Beatty
replaced her term-limit husband, Otto
Beatty, Jr., in the chamber. Between
them, they have held the inner-city
Columbus seat for 25 years. Beatty
received her Ph.D. from Pacific Western
University and the University of Cincinnati on a full scholarship.

Gary J. Carter (B.S.Ed.) is currently
employed as a court magistrate at Shelby
County Common Pleas Court. Carter's
wife, Pamela J. (Westerheide) Carter,
also graduated from Wright State University in 1987 with a Master of Education
and is involved in substitute teaching.

Gail Littlejohn (M.S.) was a speaker at
this year's Annie T. Thornton Women's
Leadership Conference (ATWLC). The
ATWLC is an event that brings together
an intergenerational group of women to
discuss the personal and professional
challenges facing women today. The
conference provides women with the resources and skills that will prepare them
to be leaders in the 21st century, helps
women realize their full potential as key
leaders in our communities, and encourages women to seek personal fulfillment
in their lives. Littlejohn is the president of
the Dayton Board of Education .
Richard C. Piatt, II (B.S.) earned his
Doctorate of Ministry from the Reformed
Theological Seminary in 2005. His
dissertation topic concerned medical
bioethics and was entitled "Dominion
and Medical Progress." He earned his
Master of Divinity in 1979 and his Master
ofTheology in 1981 , both from Grace
Theological Seminary. Piatt has been
the senior pastor of Fellowship Baptist
Church in Lakeland , FL, since 1994.
Rick Setty (B.S.)
has been appointed
to the Ohio State
Board of Sanitarian Registration by
Governor Bob Taft.
As a member of
the board, he will
represent general health districts. Setty
currently serves as the director of environmental health for the District Board of
Health-Mahoning County and resides in
Youngstown with his wife, Joan.

Stephan Bognar (B.F.A.) received
the Ohio Arts Council's 2006
Governor's Award for the Arts for his
contributions to filmmaking in Ohio
and nationally. He has had three
films featured at the Sundance Film
Festival and a film he co-produced , A
Lion in the House, was a PBS special
feature.
Allen J. Weathers (B.A.) has worked
in Dayton, OH , for the past 18 years
as a traffic management specialist
for Wright Patterson Air Force Base
(WPAFB).

1987
Robert A. Mascia (M.D.) was recently
elected vice president of the Fairfield
County branch of the Connecticut
Medical Society, of which he has been a
member since 1984. Mascia is medical
director and in active clinical practice at
Brookfield Family Medicine in Brookfield ,
CT. Mascia is also family practice section chief at Danbury Hospital, executive
director/chief of Primary Care for the
Danbury Office of Physicians Services,
director of health for the town of Brookefield , a delegate to the Connecticut State
Medical Society, and an active member
of the American College of Physician
Executives. Mascia completed his medical education at Wright State University
School of Medicine and received his
Master of Medical Management from
Carnegie Mellon University.

984
Cindy Thomson
(B.S.Ed.) published
her first book, Brigid
of Ireland: A Historical Novel. The book
portrays the life of
Brigid , a girl born
into slavery in fifth
century Ireland. As
a consequence of her conversion to a
new religion popularized by a traveling
preacher, Brigid is faced with opposition
from the superstitions and fears plaguing
her pagan-dominated country. Thomson's strong Irish roots prompted her to
undertake the research for this novel.
Thomson has also co-authored the book,
Three Finger: The Mordecai Brown Story.
She is a former kindergarten teacher and
an avid amateur historian.

Gloria Goldman (M.S.),
Ph.D., was
awarded the
2006 International Exemplary
Leader Award
from the Chair
Academy,
an organization exemplifying best
practices of organizational leadership
worldwide. Goldman contributed
to the development of a grant from
Premier Health Partners to produce
and retain more nurses for the Dayton
community. Goldman is professor
and chairperson of nursing at Sinclair
Community College and serves on
the committees of Oakwood Board of
Health, Mary Scott Nursing Center's
Board of Trustees, Center for Healthy
Communities, Sinclair Foundation ,
Wright State University College of
Nursing and Health Advisory Board,
and the YMCA. Goldman received
her Ph .D. from the University of Dayton in 1997.

Tony M. Alexander (B.S.) recently
joined Jenks, Pyper & Oxley Co.,
L.P.A. as an associate attorney.
Alexander concentrates his legal
practice in the areas of commercial
litigation, creditor liability, and real
estate litigation. Alexander received
his law degree from The Ohio State
University College of Law in 2000 and
is a member of the Ohio State and
Dayton Bar Associations.
Maria V. Gamba-Riedel (M.S.) has
been awarded the Shiv Kumar Gupta
Award for Excellence in Business
Teaching by the University of Find-

A

lay, where she has been employed
since 1988. Gamba-Riedel teaches
micro- and macroeconomics and
international business and was recently promoted to the rank of associate professor of business. She has
authored Economics Notebook, 4th
Edition, and was named Who's Who
Among America's Teachers in 2005.
Bob Grant (B.S.B.; '00 M.B.A.), associate director of athletics at Wright
State University, has completed the
Sports Management Institute Executive Program 2005-2006 at the University of Southern California.
Steve Stout (B.A.) has been inducted
into the Blue Knight Esquire Club Hall
of Fame at Urbana University where
he was a student from 1984-85. Stout
has been employed at the Urbana
Daily Citizen since 1979. He became
sports editor in 1993 and has since
won over 30 sports writing awards,
including three first-place finishes
in the statewide Associated Press
contest. Stout graduated magna cum
laude from Wright State University.

9 9
Michael D. Barhorst (B.S.B.;
'90 M.B.A.) has
been named the
director of budget
and analysis at
Sinclair Community College.
He has served as
Sinclair's senior budget analyst and
also worked as financial and operations manager at Advanced Integrated
Manufacturing Center. Barhorst had
previously worked for the City of
Dayton , Montgomery County Educational Service Center, Dayton Public
Schools, and the U.S. Department of
Defense.

F 1990
Rose Finley
Vanden Eynden
(B.S.Ed.) published her first
book, So You
Want to Bea
Medium? A Down
to Earth Guide.
Eynden received
her massage therapy license in 1996,
was ordained as a Spiritualist minister
and became a certified medium with
the Indiana Association of Spiritualists
in 2000. Eynden helped to found the
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United Spiritualists of the Christ Light
church and serves as their director of
education.

Jan Anderson (B.F.A.) recently founded
a company called FridgeFronts, in which
she creates decorative, magnetic fronts
for refrigerators and freezers . Anderson's new business was featured in a
front page article in the Yellow Springs
News. Anderson went on to obtain her
master's degree in counseling and education from Boston University.

2
Tyrone C. Phillippi
(B.S.B.) has been
named the president
of LifePlan Financial
Group, Inc. Phillippi has been in the
financial services
industry for over 12
years and joined
the management staff of life Plan as a
financial planner in 1994. He received
his Certified Financial Planner designation in 1996 and his Certified Senior
Advisor designation in 2002 . LifePlan
has been listed in Worth and Bloomberg
magazines as one of the "Top Wealth
Managers" in the country.

Danea Connolly (B.S. B.) earned her
Master of Athletic Training degree at the
University of Findlay. Connolly is currently employed as a certified athletic
trainer at Kettering Sports Medicine.
Frankye Herald
(B.S.N.), director of
Mahogany's Child
at Miami Valley
Hospital, has been
named the 2006
Health Care Worker
of the Year by the
Ohio Hospital Association. Nominees for this award were
to demonstrate leadership, reflect values
and ideals of Ohio health care facilities,
exhibit work above and beyond the call
of duty, deliver services within the community, and overcome odds to succeed.
Herald was selected for this prestigious
award for her work at Mahogany's Child ,
where she is involved daily in community
health education and disease prevention within Dayton's minority population.
Mahogany's Child , an African American

The WSU Alumni Association presented its annual Achievement
Awards at a special champagne reception in WSU's Eugene and Jean
Cantelupe Gallery followed by the Wright State Theatre Department's
performance of the hit musical Annie Get Your Gun.
Receiving awards were: foreground , Tykiah Wright , African American Alumni
Society Award of Excellence; rear, left to right-Alan McGee, Athletics Alumni
Award of Excellence ; David McSemek, Business Alumni Associates Award
of Excellence; Michael Wiehe, Recent Graduate Award ; and Michael Di Flora,
Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award . Not pictured: Christopher Danis,
Volunteer Service Award .

Women's Health Program, began its
work in June 2001 to educate clientele
on healthy behavior and to emphasize
the importance of early detection of
disease.
George A Sodders (M.S.) received the
Distinguished County Auditor award in
2005. Sodders is currently employed as
county auditor for Clark County, OH.

Wendy Bowles (B.S.N.) has been
named the 2006 Pediatric Nurse Practitioner of the Year by the Ohio Chapter
of the National Association of Pediatric
Nurse Associates and Practitioners
(NAPNAP). Bowles received this award
for her activity in Ohio NAPNAP and her
help in planning area conferences and
the Keep Your Children/Yourself Safe
and Secure (KySS) walk-a-than. She is
also a preceptor and clinical instructor
at Kettering College of Medical Arts and
Wright State University College of Nursing and Health.

Karen Power (M.A.) has been
promoted to associate professor of
English at Cedarville University.

Terence J. Lau (B.A.), assistant
professor of business law in the
School of Business Administration at
the University of Dayton, has been
selected as the 2006-2007 Supreme
Court Fellow assigned to the Supreme
Court of the United States. Lau served
as the director of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Governmental Affairs for Ford Asia
Pacific Operations in Bangkok, Thailand, from 2000 to 2002. Prior to this
time, he worked as an attorney for
the Ford Motor Company in the International Practice Group in Michigan.
Lau wrote and delivered a paper at
the Academy of Legal Studies in Business Annual Conference which was
awarded the Holmes-Cardozo Award
for best conference paper.
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Lau has published many articles on
the legal environment of business
and is a reviewer for the American
Business Law Journal. Lau earned his
Doctor of Law from Syracuse University College of Law in 1998.

ing and producing a feature-length
documentary exploring the lives of three
Bigfoot researchers in Ohio.

Andy Wibbels (B.F.A.) had his first
book published entitled, Blogwild! A
Guide for Small Business Blogging.

Marc Augsburger (B.S.N.) completed
his Master of Business Administration,
with an emphasis in healthcare, at Baker
College in Flint, Ml. Augsburger has
also been named the vice president of
operations at Caro Community Hospital
in Michigan.

Donnell Gregory (B.S.; '02 M.Ed.)
has been named Dayton City Commission's new coordinator for youth.
Donnell's responsibilities will be identifying at-risk teens and developing a
service system to help them become
self-sufficient, law-abiding residents.
Due to the challenges he faced in his
own childhood, Donnell felt morally
compelled to return to his hometown
of Dayton and make a contribution to
the community. Donnell earned his
Ed.D. at the University of Cincinnati
in 2006.
Bill Stolz (M.A.) led a presentation
at the Columbia Public Library featuring a collection of documents and
photographs showing the history of
Columbia, Missouri. The presentation
illustrated the changes Columbia
has seen beginning with the deed to
Columbia in 1821 through the present day. Stolz is a senior manuscript
specialist and the head of reference
services at the Western Historical
Manuscripts Collection.

LaRita Martin (B.S.), Honda of
America's safety and engineering
coordinator for the Honda Civic, has
made considerable contributions to
the new 2006 Honda Civic sedan
being sold in the United States. Martin
was in charge of improving parts,
packaging, and vehicle design, while
also improving the tools employees
used and the way they used them.

Jay Delaney (B.S. B.) wrote, directed,
and produced the short film The Day
the World Saved Shane Sawyer. The
film has been selected to screen in
the 8th annual Sarasota Film Festival
in Florida. The film , shot on 16mm, is
a silent black and white piece filmed
in various locations throughout New
York City. Delaney is currently direct-
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Michael Brush (B.S.Ed.) graduated from the Thomas M. Cooley Law
School. Cooley Law School is the largest law school in the country with three
campuses throughout Michigan.
Christy Lynn
Campbell (B.S.)
received her Doctor
of Osteopathic Medicine degree from the
West Virginia School
of Osteopathic
Medicine (WVSOM).
Campbell is a
member of Sigma Sigma Phi, a national
osteopathic honorary service society,
and received the Dr. Edwin A. Roberts
Memorial Scholarship while attending
WVSOM.
Molly Farrell (B.A.) graduated from
George Washington University Law
School and recently joined the D.C. law
firm , Wiley Rein & Fielding LLP. As an
undergraduate, Farrell participated in
The Washington Center programs and
interned at the United Nations Association of the U.S., National Capital Area.
Eric M. Leckey (B.S.) was appointed
Deputy White House Liaison , Office of
the Secretary, a position in the Department of Homeland Security.
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Cheri (Flynn) Warner (B.A.) has
recently opened her own piano studio.
Warner is a musician, a self-employed
piano teacher, president of the Beavercreek Piano Teacher's Association , and
holds memberships in several music
organizations.

Evan Bambakidis (B.A.) completed an
internship at the United States Mission
to the U.N. in the ECOSOC section and
will begin a second State Department
internship at the Bureau of European
Affairs in Washington, D.C. Bambakidis
is currently enrolled at the University of
Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public
and International Affairs (GSPIA).
Annie Pesch (B.F.A.) presented a
one-person show entitled "The Belle of
Amherst" at the Dayton Theatre Guild
August 18-20. The play brings to life
one of America's most celebrated poets,
Emily Dickinson.

Bridget Federspiel (M.A.) has been
chosen to receive one of the 2006 Dayton Rotary Performance Excellence in
Teaching awards. She has also been
selected to participate in a Fulbright
seminar. Federspiel is a social studies
teacher and department chair at Stivers
High School for the Arts in Dayton. Her
master's degree was funded as a James
Madison Fellow and she was among the
first Teaching American History Fellows
in the grant project with the Dayton Public
Schools. She has led the way in establishing National History Day in the Dayton
schools and has launched an ambitious
Veterans Oral History project with her students in collaboration with the Library of
Congress. Federspiel was named a 2005
Ohio Teacher of Merit in a statewide

CLASS F 2003
Selena Burks (B.F.A.) is one of the film ,
video, and new media artists in the U.S.
to be chosen to receive a $35,000 Media Arts Fellowship, established by the
Rockefeller Foundation . Burks will produce Fuse, the story of her foster sister's
erratic teenage years as a runaway.
Burks' first film , Saving Jackie, was a
documentary portrait of her mother's
dependence on crack cocaine. Saving
Jackie premiered at the 2005 Sundance
Film Festival.

National History Day competition
sponsored by the Ohio Historical
Society.
Tiffany M. Kracus (B.S.) graduated
from the U.S. Coast Guard Recruit
Training Center in Cape May, NJ.
Kracus completed a training curriculum consisting of academics and
practical instruction on water safety
and survival, military customs and
courtesies, seamanship skills, first
aid, firefighting , and marksmanship.
Neil Malone (B.S.B.) is a regional
marketing director with Academic
Financial Services in Tampa, FL. He
participates in debt counseling for
student borrowers, orientations, oncampus entrance and exit interviews,
and workshops concerning student
loans.

Nathalie Bolin (B.S. Ed.) was on the
cover of the May 29th issue of People
magazine. She was one of several
people featured in an article entitled ,
"Half Their Size!" The article highlighted individuals who lost approximately half of their total body weight.
Bolin lost approximately 150 lbs. in
about two years. She is currently
student teaching and stays fit with
yoga, spinning classes, and cutting
back on portion sizes.
Aaron Lavern Pendergraft (M.S.)
earned a master's degree in counseling and plans to apply these newly
acquired skills to the funeral service
profession. He is currently employed
as funeral director and embalmer at
Jones-Kennedy-Zechman Funeral
Home in Springfield, OH .
Aaron Scott (B.S.B.) accepted a
sales position at the Steel Service
Center in Chicago.

www.wright.edu/alumni
Bookmark that address for the latest information on
Alumni Association events and affinity programs.
The redesigned Web site lets you visit our online
apparel store, sign up for an alumni e-mail account,
get the lowdown on upcoming events, even write
your legislator!

E-mail alumni@wright.edu with any questions
or comments about the site.
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New Job, New Home, New Challenges
or the first r \ \ e ks aft r b coming Wright late'.
e nth men's head basket ball coach, rad Brm n II
ind his , taff . p nt long days on th road re ruiting,
\ atching tap of futur H rizon L agu pp n nt ,
getting to knm hi n w player , and trying t arrange
thi year's . chedul while catching a fe\ hour ' leep in hi office.
For relaxation, he occasionally played ome g lf, "if you can
call that r laxation," he joke .
While hi port -oriented bachelor exi tence might eem attractive to ome, it wa only temporary for Brownell. In July, hi
wifi Paula and hi daughter , eight-y ar-old Abby and fi e-year-old
Kate, joined him in Dayton and they moved into their ne\ home.
Brownell, an Evansville, Indiana, native, i excited to be coming
back to hi Midwe tern root after 12 year at the Univer ity of
North Carolina at Wilmington, the la t four a head coach.
A head coach, Brownell led the Seahawk to two CAA tournament app arance and a chool-record 25 victorie thi pa t season.
WSU can achieve the ame kind of ucce , b cau e it
He be! i
ha the people and the facilitie .

F

Coach Brad Brownell

"W \ ant t try t a hi e 'Omething at Wright tat that ha. n't
b en don form hi! , and that's tog t ack t th
m nt," rm nell . ays. H b Ii
etz r
Pa iii n.
"It 'how a commitment by th univer ity and donor that thi i
going to be a program that people want to b ucce ful," Brownell
ay . "You have to how recruit and other even before there i
ome ucce that we expect ucce to follm: . A building doesn't
guarant e ucce , but it how that Wright State ha made a commitment to b ing a good basketball chool."
Through meeting with the player and indi idual workout ,
Br \ n ll and the team quickly got to know each other and learn
about each other' expectation .
"The mo t important thing for me to do i to try to build
relation hip with tho e kid ,"Brownell ay . "You re-recruit each
other and get to know each other."
In college ba ketball "you're alway recruiting," Brownell ay .
Ac aching change at any cho l put extra pre ur on the new
coaching taff to keep up with it rival . Brownell and hi taff had
to hit the road early and often.
"We pent a lot of time trying to play catch-up' Brownell ay .
"We had to cramble around a ' much a we could and get in conta t with ach and find out ab ut player ."
Then th r ' the haphazard proc · kn \ n a ch duling. It require many hour of phon call · and n gotiating to find the prop r
balance of home and away game , gam with g d pponent ,
gam in area that might help recruiting, and game that provide a
challenge and additional expo ure for the team.
Along with the alway -challenging Horizon League chedule
the Raider will play in a four-team tournament ho ted by 2006
Final our participant LSU. A hot at the Bayou Bengal wa too
good to pa up.
Raiders: Online
That' omeofwhat
a coach does in the "off'
sea on. Though his family
enjoyed living in North
Carolina, Brownell believe
everyone is adjusting well
to the Dayton area. The
FOR SCHEDULES AND
quality of life issues were a
LATEST STATS ON
factor in Brownell coming
SPORTS PROGRAMS
to Wright State.
IN PROGRESS, GO TO:
"Thi i another good
plac to rai ea family," he
www.wsuraiders.com
ay . "And a tremendou
ba ketball town." •i•
-JOH
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t took only two ea ons for Rob
Cooper to lead the Wright State
ba eball program to a Horizon
League Champion hip during the 2006
season. The Raiders hosted the Horizon League Tournament at Nischwitz
Stadium and rolled through the doubleelimination tournament with a perfect 4-0
record. The Green and Gold out cored
their Horizon League brethren 52-5 and
set two ingle-game records and broke
Notre Dame' tournament batting average
record that tood ince 1989.
In the tournament, the Raiders opened
play by routing sixth- eeded Cleveland
State 16-1 and then beat the second- eeded UW-Milwaukee 20-3. The third- eeded Raiders then beat fifth- eeded Butler
12-0 to advance to the finals where they
again met Butler. The Raid r got a olid
effort from senior pitcher Chri Snyder in

I

The team showered
Coach Rob Cooper
with congratulations .
The Wright State baseball team captured
the Horizon League
championship with
a 4-1 decision over
the Butler Bulldogs at
Nischwitz Stadium.
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the champion hip gam and d £ ated the
Bulldogs 4-1 for the title.
The Raider pitching staff posted
a 1.25 ERA in 36 innings of work and
helped opposing batters to a .216 batting
average. On the offensive side of things,
the Green and Gold posted a batting average of .448 and Ro Oeder, the Tournament MVP, led the way with a batting
average of .650, four RBI, and eight runs
scored.
The Raider headed west to compete
in the NCAA Tournament as they found
them elves competing in the Corvalli
Regional against Oregon State, Hawaii,
and Kan as. The Raiders fell to Oregon
State on the opening night of the tournament 5-3, but the eventual national champion had to trike in the eighth inning
to ecur the victory. In th ir elimination game again t Hawaii, th Raider
comeback fell hort after Aaron Garcia
hit a two run home run, but the Green and
Gold again fell 5-3. It was the program'
first trip to the NCAA Tournament since
1994 when the Raiders competed in the
Knoxville Regional. The lone Raider
named to the Corvalli Regional AllTournament Team wa Garcia, the Raider enior catcher, who drove in two RBI
and scored two run in two games. ·•·

Smith Drafted by
the New York Mets
unior right-handed pitcher Joe Smith
was drafted with the 93rd overall
pick in the 2006 Major Leagu Baseball
First Year Player Draft held in June.
The ide-winding closer was cho en in
the third round by the New York Met
organization and wa ent to Brooklyn,
NY, and quickly became a member of the
Brooklyn Cyclones. While in Brooklyn,
Smith posted an ERA of 0.45 in 20 innings of work. Assuming the closer role
with the team, Smith posted nine saves
while triking out 28 and walking only
three batters. After allowing only one
earned run in Brooklyn, Smith became
the first player in Mets history to make
the jump from Brooklyn to the Double A
Binghamton Mets. Smith was called up
to Double A on August 2 and since then
has appeared in seven game and allowed
only one earned run and struck out seven
batters. In his three seasons with the
Raiders, Smith posted 22 saves, including
13 in 2005, and struck out 145 batters in
80 appearances. Smith led the Horizon
League in saves the past two seasons
and was named the Pitcher of the Year in
2005, joining Brian Anderson as the only
other Raider to garner the honor. ·•·
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Join us for an
ALL ALUMNI REUNION

on Friday, Feb. 16,
and Sat., Feb. 17,
2007.
SPECIAL RECOGNITION

to the first
graduating class.

Watch AlumNews or www.wright.edu/alumni for more information.
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